
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Investment Large companies can locate part of their businesses in other countries. 
This helps a country develop as the companies can build factories that 
help provide jobs 

Aid Aid can be when one country gives another county help. An example being 
Oxfam’s Goat aid which allows people to provide goats for food.  

Using Intermediate 
Technology 

This is using equipment and techniques that are suitable to the wealth and 
skill level of the country. This provides then will small scale, basic solutions 
to problems that will help them to develop. 

Fairtrade Paying a reasonable price for the product. This means more money goes 
to the farmer which can be used to invest in the local economy.  

Debt Relief LICs often owe other countries money. They pay interest on this debt 
which leaves them with less money to help them develop. By cancelling 
this debt, the repayment money can now be used to help the country 
develop. The world bank cancelled $1.9 billion debt of Congo in 2010 

Microfinance Loans Small loans are provided direct to the people who need them (within 
LICs). They are designed for people who would normal struggle to get 
loans and allows them to invest this to help their business grow and make 
more money. The Grameen Bank has provided loans to 9million people 

Paper 2 - Section B – Changing economic world – The development gap  
Causes of uneven development  

The causes of uneven development can be split 

into three categories –  

Physical causes –  

• Climate – The Shale region of Africa, South 

America and Asia have climate related pests 

that affects people’s ability to work and stay 

healthy. It can also be too hot to grow crops 

effectively  

• Landlocked countries – Countries that are 

only boarded by land means they have no 

access to the seas which makes it harder to 

trade and make money.  

Economic causes - 

• Trade – North American and Europe 

dominate world trade. They use their power 

to influence LIC’s by paying them the lowest 

price possible for their products. They can 

process these products to make more 

money insuring they make more profit then 

the LICs.  

Historical causes - 

• Colonialism – Since the 1400s, European 

powers have set out to control new 

territories. They often took the natural 

resources from these countries which 

helped their country to develop. They also 

took slaves (10 million taken from Africa 

from 1650-1900) to work on plantations. All 

this wealth produced went back to Europe 

which allowed them to develop. A lack of 

resources and people meant that the 

countries invaded struggled and still struggle 

to develop.  

Consequences of uneven development  

Disparities in wealth  

• Clear link between countries level of 

development and the wealth of its 

people  

• North American holds 35% of the 

world wealth yet only had 5% of the 

world’s population  

• Africa’s global wealth share is 

around 1% 

Disparities in health 

• LICs have worse health care. This 

leads to higher levels of infant 

mortality and a lower life 

expectancy.  

• LICs suffer from disease such as HIV, 

malaria and TB. These are easily 

treatable in HICs where the biggest 

killers are hearth and lung disease.  

• 20% of LIC deaths are above the age 

of 70 whilst it is 70% in HIC. This is 

because people live longer in HICs.  

International migration  

• Some LICs also have high levels 

of international migration, as 

people move to find work and a 

better standard of living. 

• The Middle East Refugee crisis 

(Syria civil war) lead to 4 million 

people fleeing to find safety most 

settled in countries near Syria 

(Jordan, Turkey and Lebanon). 

Many thousands more migrated to 

Europe.   

Ways to reduce the development gap 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Place Change Interconnections Sustainability 

Paper 2 - Section B – Changing economic world – Nigeria   

Information about Nigeria 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nigeria is a country in West Africa that 

borders, Benin, Niger, Chad and Cameron.  

Nigeria is the 14th Largest country in Africa 

but has the largest population and 7th 

largest in the world (190,886,311 in 2017) 

and has the highest GDP in Africa ($376 

billion per year in 2017).  

Its capital city is Abuja but Lagos is the 

largest (17.5million people) and is one of 

the world’s fastest growing cities.  

 

 

 

 

 

Why is Nigeria important to Africa and 
the world? 

Africa – One of the fastest growing 
economics in Africa which means it would 
be able to offer help to other African 
countries as aid or peacekeeping soldiers.  

The World – It supplies 2.7% of the 
world’s oil which makes it important as 
other countries need this oil for their own 
economics.  

 

Exploring Nigeria  

Political context –  

• In 1960, Nigeria became independent 
from the UK.  

• This then lead to a series of 
dictatorships and civils from between 
1967-1970 as people fought for power 

• Since 1999 the country has had a stable 
government and attracted countries to 
invest in Nigeria (China and USA) 

Social context –  

• Nigeria is multi-ethnic (Yoruba and 
Igbo) and multi faith country 
(Christianity and Islam) 

• Different ethnic groups led to civil wars 
in 1967.  

Regional variations –  

• Urban areas have greater wealth and 
quality of life 

• South tends to be better off than the 
north of the country.  

Cultural context –  

• Nollywood is the second largest 
producer of films in the world.  

• Several sport stars play around the 
world – Alex Iwobi 

Environmental context –  

• Less rain in the north - Arid region 

• More rain in the south - Rainforest 

 

Nigeria changing industrial structure  

Nigeria is going through change. It has moved from an LIC to a NEE with more people 

moving from farming in the countryside to working in industry in the cities.  This is 

called industrialisation and has occurred as people will work for less money in 

Nigeria which is attractive to big companies who want to maximise profit.   

 

 

 

 

Manufacturing impact on economic growth  

• More work gives people a higher income which can be taxed used by the 

government to improve quality of life. E.g. Volkswagen factory in Lagos.  

• The multiplier effect ensures that the money spreads throughout the 

economy (the money is passed from person to person).  

• A thriving industrial sector attracts further investment which again helps 

grow the country’s economy further.  

Nigeria’s Political and trading links with the world 

Political links –  

• African Union – Nigeria helps with economic planning throughout Africa and 
provides troops to help with peacekeeping on the continent  

• OPEC – Part of a group of oil producing countries to set the price and supply of 
worldwide oil.   

Trading Links -  

• 2.7% of the world’s oil. India is Nigeria’s biggest customer for oil.  

• 40% of the population work in Agricultural. Indonesia is Nigeria biggest buyer of 
cotton. Oil and Agriculture are the biggest exports of Nigeria.  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paper 2 - Section B – Changing economic world – Nigeria   

Transnational corporations (TNCs) in Nigeria 

A TNC is a large company that operates in several different countries. It usually has its 

headquarters in one country and then production plants in several other countries.  

TNCs in Nigeria  

• There are around 40 TNCs in Nigeria with the majority being British, European and 

USA companies.  

• Examples include KFC, Shell and Unilever.  

• TNCs move to NEEs and LICs as they are able to pay the workers less wages then in 

HICs. This allows them to make more profits. This can be good for the host country as 

they generate more money through tax on jobs. It can also be bad as the working 

conditions can be poor and much of the profit generated goes back to the countries 

the company is from.   

Environmental impact of 

industrial development  

Rapid economic growth 

can have impacts on the 

environment –  

Industrial growth (more 

factories built) -Harmful 

pollutants from illegal 

factories are released go 

directly into open drains. 

This is harmful to people 

and ecosystems 

Urban growth (people 

moving to cities for work) 

-More people means more 

cars which has increased 

air pollution 

Mining and oil extraction 

- In 2008 and 2009 oil 

spills occurred in the 

village of Bodo in the 

Nigerian Delta. This 

impacted fishermen (fish 

died) and farmers (land 

polluted) which took away 

income. Shell paid £55 

million in compensation.  

Deforestation - 70-80% of 

Nigeria’s forest have been 

cut down. This destroys 

ecosystems and 

contributes to climate 

change.  

 

 

Impacts of aid on Nigeria  

Aid is support given to a country in need. 1000 million 

Nigerians live on less than $1 dollar a day.  

Emergency aid – Following a disaster. Usually in the form of 

water, food or shelter  

Development aid -  Long term support which is used to 

improve the country. It might provide safe water or improve 

education.  

In 2013 they received $500million in aid  

Impacts of aid –  

• Aid from the USA has helped slow the spread of HIV/AIDs 

(better educated) 

• The charity, Nets for Life, has provided Mosquito nets and 

education on Malaria. This prevents people getting ill / 

allows more people to work and improve quality of life.   

Example – The Aduwan health Centre – This was a new health 

centre built via funds from the world bank and action aid. It 

provides vaccinations, test for HIV and educates women about 

how to fight disease.  

 

 

 

Impacts of economic development on quality of life 

Industrial development has improved the quality of life for 

millions of Nigerians but 60% of Nigerians still live in poverty.  

• More money (disposable income) has meant better 

schooling, more food, clean water and better 

recreation.  

• Better quality health care means people are less ill 

and life expectancy has risen.  

• It had the highest HDI improvements in the world as a 

result of industrial development.  

To continue to improve Nigeria needs to have a stable 

government (political), improvements in the environment by 

fining people who damage it and sorting historic disputes 

between different ethnic groups of people (social).  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Paper 2 - Section B – Changing economic world – UKs Economy    
Changes in the UK economy 

• Primary Sector - Before 1800 most people in the UK worked in 

agricultural (farming) jobs. 

• Secondary Sector - The industrial revolution changed this with 

people moving to cities and towns for work in the 

manufacturing (factories) sector. This made the UK an 

industrial economy and occurred din the late 18th century.  

• Tertiary Sector - Over the last few decades this has changed 

again. Jobs in the manufacturing (secondary sector) have been 

lost and people have shifted into the Tertiary sector (services 

e.g. teacher or banking). This is known as a post industrial 

economy and now makes up 75% of our economy.  

• Quaternary sector - More recently the quaternary sector has 

started to develop with a slow increase with the amount of 

people working in this sector such as research scientist.  

 

 

Reasons for the UKs changing economy –  

De-industrialisation – Industries such as Factories closing down  

• Machines have replaced workers meaning less people are required to 

work. This is called mechanisation.  

• Factories have moved abroad to LICs and NEEs as the amount they pay 

workers is less than in the UK meaning more profit for the factory 

owner.  

Globalisation – This is the growth and spread of ideas around the world. 

• Has helped grown the tertiary and quaternary sectors as people can 

now offer their skills around the world via the internet and quick 

transport links. Jobs such as accounting can be based in London but 

operate worldwide 

Government policies – Each year the government announces it budget which 

decides how money will be spent in the country.  

• Following the election of the conservative party led by Margaret 

thatcher in 1979, several changes were made that changed the 

economy. 

o Many UK governments owned businesses where sold to private 

companies. This made the government billions but lead to 

millions of people getting sacked as the companies preferred 

profit over the benefit of the workers. This added to the de-

industrialisation the UK was already experiencing.   

o The Financial markets were given more freedom from the 

government (known as neo-liberalism) and allowed them to 

make profits but at greater risks. This helped grow the tertiary 

sector. 

o This contributed a strong period of economic growth in the UK.  

• In 2008, the world suffered a massive global rescission which crippled 

many companies and led to mass loss of jobs. 

• This has since caused ‘austerity’ (a lack of investment within the 

country) in order to save money. The government also printed more 

money (known as quantitative easing) to increase productivity and help 

grow the economy. This has not fully worked.   

  

 

A post-industrial economy –  

The UK is now considered a post 

industrial economy. This means we make 

the majority of our money from the 

tertiary and quaternary sectors.  

Development of ICT –  

• This industry is worth £58 billion per 

year.  

• 100,000 software companies in the 

UK which many 100,000 of people 

working in the industry 

Growth of service (tertiary) industry 

• 75% of UKs economy.  

• UK is second largest supplier of 

services worldwide.  

Finance and research  

• London is considered the financial 

capital of the world (jobs with 

money). People all around the world 

use our financial services.  

Science and businesses parks  

• These are locations, normally on the 

edge of a city, that are designed to 

improve science or business.  

• They often have good transport links 

or are close to universities to access 

graduates.  

• They have grown due to the rise in 

further education (Uni), the need for 

greater technology and innovation.  

Impacts of industry on the environment  

Even though we have less industry, what we do have still 

impacts the environment.  

• Burning of fossil fuels realises greenhouses gases that 

cause lung problems and climate change.  

• Waste products are often taken to landfill where 

substances can leak into the ground and pollute, the 

air, water and soil.  
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The UKs changing rural (countryside) landscape 

Population growth – South Cambridgeshire  

It is growing because It surrounds the city of Cambridge which provides 

good work opportunities and interesting places to see. It is also close to 

London.  

• Social effects – More people in the area is leading to greater traffic 

• Economic effects – House prices have increased as more people 

want houses then there are available. Often too expensive. 

Population decline – The Outer Hebrides  

People are leaving due to its remote location, its lack of entertainment 

and poor weather.  

• Social effects – Services such as schools will have to close as there 

are not enough students attending to make it worth the cost  

• Economic effects – Services, such as the post office, has closed as 

it cannot make enough money to stay open.  

 

Improving transport infrastructure  

The UK government is investigating in infrastructure 

projects to help improve the UK economy  

Road improvements  

• In December 2014, the government announced that 

they would be spending £15 billion on a project called 

the ‘Road investment strategy’.  

Example - This money involves building ‘smart motorways’ 

that use technology to manage congestion and keep people 

and products moving quickly around the country. 

Rail improvements 

• £25 billion is being spent to upgrade the UK rail 

network by 2019. Improvements will include longer 

platforms that can cope with bigger trains and better 

stations. 

Example - HS2 is planned to be completed in 2031, at an 

estimated cost of at least £81 billion. This is a high speed 

rail link that will cut journey times between cities along 

people to commute further for better paying work.  

Port Improvements 

• UK ports remain the largest in Europe, in terms of 

volume of goods handled.  

• 32 million people travel through UK ports each year 

and the industry employs 120,000 people.  

Example - Liverpool 2 port is a £300million project that is 

looking to double the amount of cargo it can hold. This will 

create thousands of jobs and boosts the UKs economy.  

Airport improvements  

• This area makes 3.6% of the UKs economy and has 

over 300,000 people working in it. 

Example - This is very valuable to the UK which is why they 

are building a 3rd runway at Heathrow airport (UKs busiest). 

The development will generate an estimated £147 billion 

over 60 years and 70,000 new jobs by 2050.  

 

The North South Divide  

What is the north south divide? 

People living in the north of England experience lower incomes, 

higher unemployment, and have a lower expectancy than those living in 

the south of England 

Strategies to reduce the divide  

• High Speed 2 is a high-speed railway under construction (phase 1 will 

open in 2031) that will connect London to the midlands and 

Northern Cities and improve connection to companies in the North 

of England.  

o It will create 100,000 jobs when built.  

o 70% of these jobs created are meant to be outside of 

London 

o Northern economies could grow by £1.5 – 3 billion by time 

of completion  

• More professional jobs to be created in Northern Cities.  

o For example, the BBC moved many of its offices to the 

newly built MediaCityUK in Salford in 2011. Since then, 

the multiplier effect has led to other companies locating 

close by which brings in more money.  

UK links to the wider world  

The UK has strong political links with many countries.  

Britain joined the European Union (EU) in 1973 and works closely with 28 

other countries. It is also the leading country of the commonwealth which 

is a group of 53 countries from the old British empire. Both these example 

help trade and funding of project within the UK.  

• Trade – the UK imports and exports goods from many countries. 

Over 50% of UK trade is with EU countries. The UK's next biggest 

trading partners are found in Asia and Oceania.  

• Transport – increasing air travel is strengthening the UK's links with 
other countries. In addition to this, the UK has modern port facilities 
and a high speed rail link to Europe (channel tunnel) 

• Communications – the UK is linked to the rest of the world via the 
internet. Internet cables beneath the sea provide a fast connection 
to countries globally. 

• Culture – UK literature, music, cinema, sport, television, history 
and architecture are important globally. Books, such as the Harry 
Potter series, are sold worldwide and TV programmes such as Pepper pig 
are viewed in 180 out of 195 countries.  

 


