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Empire Country ruling other countries from over 

seas 
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Our big ideas are consistent throughout this Summer 2 unit.  We focus on PROTEST, CHANGE 

and RELIGION. We will study this through the changes we have seen year 

 Early European explorers in the 15th century began to explore new lands.  They had many 

ships and the invention of the printing press now meant maps could be printed of the new 

routes.  Europeans wanted to take these lands to become powerful by taking resources from 

the colonies.  This later led to bad international relations between empire and colony.   

 

The exploration and discovery of new lands meant goods and produce were exchanged 

between the New World and Europe.  This was called the Columbian Exchange.  This 

led to global diversity, people began to share their culture, language and different 

foods.  This also advanced medicine, new diseases were also transferred and new 

medicines were exchanged to treat these.  This increased global trading.  Exploration 

changed the way the world traded. 

Colonisation led to protests in the colonies.  In 1775 the American colonists protested 

against British rule.  They protested against the taxes imposed by the British 

government as they had no voice in the British Parliament.  This resulted in a civil war 

and in 1776 the colonists defeated a major world power.  This led to American 

independence and changed the way people thought about how they were being 

governed.  America and Britain later became strong trading partners.  The American 

Revolution inspired the French people to challenge their own 

Government in 1789.  

The late 18th century and early 19th century saw many protests against the government 

in Britain and abroad.  Workers protested for better working conditions.  The 

Tolpuddle Martyrs were the first to try and form a trade union.  The Chartists issued  

6 demands on the People’s Charter in 1838 for more rights for working classes.  

Luddites and Swing riots protested against the advance of new machinery in the 

Industrial Revolution. Lord Shaftsbury campaigned for better working conditions for 

women and children in factories.  All these protests were designed to change the way 

people lived for the better.  

In the 15th century philosophers and ‘thinkers’ used 

knowledge to challenge old religious beliefs about the 

world we live in.  Copenicus and Galileo challenged the 

old ideas of the solar system.  This led to a clash of 

ideas between religion and science.  Englightenment 

ideas changed the way people thought about old ideas. 
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