
Knowledge Organiser. Year 10- Islamic Beliefs  

Big Ideas- God’s love of humanity, Revalation 

Islam has two main divisions, Sunni and Shi’a Muslims.  

Sunnis believe in the 6 articles of faith                            Shi’a believe in the five roots of Usul ad-Din 

   

Muslims believe that Allah has 99 Beautiful Names. Some of these are summarised below: 

 

Key Vocabulary 

 Adalat- The concept of justice in Shi’a Islam 

 Adam- One of the prophets of Allah. The father of humankind. He built the Ka’aba. 

 Akhirah- Belief in life after death. 

 Angels- They are spiritual beings created from elements of light. They gave Gods 
messages to the prophets and watch over humans. 

 Beneficence- Literally ‘doing good’. One of the 99 Beautiful Names of Allah, it refers 
to the generosity that Allah shows to humans. 

 Day of Judgement- The day when Allah will decide about individual deeds, good 
and bad, and on reward or punishment. 

 The five roots of Usul ad-Din- The foundations of the faith in Shi’a Islam. They 
consist of five key beliefs: Tawhid(the Oneness of Allah), Adalat (justice), 
prophethood (nubuwwah), imamate (leadership). 

 The Gospel- The term means ‘good news’ and it is the good news about Isa 
(Jesus), 

 Greater jihad- This refers to the duty of every Muslim to live a good life, staying 
faithful to the beliefs and obeying the commands of Islam. 

 Heaven- Referred to by Muslims as paradise. It is Allah’s reward after death to 
those who have been faithful to Allah and who have repented of their sins. 

 Hell- It is a place of great suffering after death for those who have rejected the 
Qur’an’s teachings and have led a wicked life. For some it will last forever. 

 Ibrahim- One of the prophets of Allah. He rebuilt the Ka’aba. 

 The imamate- It means ‘leadership’ and refers in Shi’a Islam to the twelve imams 
who succeeded Muhammad as the leaders of Islam. 

 Immanence- The belief that Allah is close to humanity ad involved in the world. 

 Jibril- The most important of the angels and spoke with many of the prophets of 
Allah. Jibril dictated the Qur’an to Muhammad. On Judgement Day he will assist 
with the weighing of a person’s deeds. 

 Jihad- 'To struggle’. It refers to the effort made to obey Allah. 

 Justice- Bringing about what is right, fair. 

 Lesser jihad- This refers to the military struggle to defend Islam. It is carried out 
according to strict and clear cut rules. 

 Mercy- One of Allah’s 99 Beautiful Names. Allah will forgive sins when people 
repent 

 Mika’il- One of the most important angels. He gives spiritual and material help to 
humans. On Judgement Day he will assist with the weighing of a person’s deeds. 

 Mosque- The Muslim place of worship. 

 Muhammad- The last and greatest of the prophets of Allah. He received the Qur’an 
and his Sunnah and Hadiths are also important sources of authority. 

 The Night of Power- Night Muhammad received the first revelation of the Qur’an. 

 Omnipotence- One of the 99 Beautiful Names of Allah. Allah’s ability to do anything. 

 Predestination- everything that happens has been decided already by Allah. 

 The Psalms- Sacred prayers/poems written by King David- a prophet of Allah. 

 The Qur’an- The Holy Book revealed to the Prophet Muhammad by the angel Jibril. 
Allah’s final revelation to humankind. 

 Resurrection- After death, all people will be raised from the dead to face Allah’s 
judgement. This is a physical resurrection. 

 Risalah- Prophethood. The channel of communication between Allah and humanity. 
Three prophets are set for study: Adam, Ibrahim and Muhammad. 

 The Scrolls of Abraham- These were revelations to Ibrahim written on parchment 
but have perished. Given on the first day of Ramadan and consisted of stories. 

 Shi’a Islam- Muslims who believe in the Imamah, successorship of Ali. 

 Surah- A division (chapter) of the Qur an. There are 114 in all. 

 Sunni - Muslims who believe in successorship of Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman and Ali. 

 Tawhid- The oneness and unity of Allah. Islam is a monotheistic religion. 

 The Torah- Given by Allah to Musa/Moses (a prophet) on Mt. Sinai. 

         

 



Rislah- Prophethood. The channel of communication between Allah and humanity. Three prophets are set for study: Adam, Ibrahim and Muhammad. 

Prophet Why is this prophet important? 

Adam- The first prophet of Allah. The father of 
humankind. He built the Ka’aba. 

- He is the father, first prophet of all humankind and made by Allah 
- He taught about the work of Iblis and how to protect themselves from Jinn (forces of evil) 

- He taught that eternal life was temporary and the next life is the most important. 
- He built the Ka’aba as the first place of worship to a monotheistic God (Allah). Muslims go there today. 

Ibrahim- One of the prophets of Allah. He rebuilt 
the Ka’aba and passed all the tests God set him, 
including a willingness to sacrifice his son Isaac/ 
Ishamel 

- Muslims believe that he passed all the tests given to him by God and was promised to be the Father of all Nations. They believe 
that the prophet Muhammad (pbuh) was a descendent of Ibrahim through his first son Ishamel. 

- The Qur’an presents him as a role model because of his faith and refusal to worship idols. The Qur’an says “God took Abraham 
as a friend.” (Qur’an 4:125) 

- The Islamic faith is called an “Abrahamic” faith for these reasons. 

Muhammad- The last greatest of the prophets of 
Allah. He received the Qur’an and his Sunnah and 
Hadiths are also important sources of authority. 
Known as the Seal of the Prophets 

- He has passed on divine guidance through the Qur’an and Sunnah.  
- He is a perfect example of a human. He didn’t have an easy life, but persevered. He prayed 5 times as day to Allah for support.  

- He was an exceptional religious and political leader. He gave religious freedom (being any faith), promoted women’s rights, 
cared for the elderly and sick. 

- He was the ultimate family man. “The best of you is he who is best to his family” (Hadith). 

 

Angels- Muslims also believe that Allah communicates through angels 

- Angels were created of light: the Qur’an describes them as messengers with wings.  

- Angels have various roles linked to human beings: Jibril (Gabriel) revealed the Qur’an 

- some record  the deeds of a person’s life in the book that will be read at the final judgement;  

- others are guardian angels who protect people. ·  

- Angels serve God: they praise God ,Qur’an 21:20 and act as God commands them. 

- Angels serve God: they praise God ,Qur’an 21:20 and act as God commands them, Q  21:26-                                                                     

Authority 

The Qur’an is the ultimate authority and has supreme authority because of: 

1. Its belief and origins.  

- It is the direct word of Allah “Falsehood shall never come to it” (Qur’an 41:42).  

- It was revealed to the Seal of the Prophet  

2. What the Qur’an contains. 

Muslims believe other holy books (shown above) have been revealed by God. Some believe these have 

been lost, but others say they can be found in the Bible, but they don’t have the authority of the Qur’an 

because they were written by man and translated. 

Shi’a Muslims believe in the imamate (divine leadership of the Imams) The Imamate is important for 

Muslims because people need leadership and Divine guidance to know how to live correctly for salvation. 

 

people need leadership and Divine guidance to know how to live correctly for salvation. 

Life after Death- key beliefs 

1. Predestination- Al-Qadr- Means everything that happens 

is part of Allah’s plan.  

Sunni Muslims believe that God has already decided everything 

that will happen in the universe and written it down in a book of 

decrees. This means God creates all things, even human action. 

The Qur’an states; “Only what God has decreed will happen to 

us”. 

Shi’a Muslims believe that God is omniscient and knows everything 

that is going to happen, but this doesn’t mean He decides what will 

happen. As God is transcendent, for Him, there is no time and 

everything has already happened. This means Muslims believe 

people have free will to make their own choices but God has 

already seen these happen. 

2. Akhirah- Belief in Life after Death- Akhirah can be 

reached by living a good life. Muslims believe this 

because the Qur’an states; “Those who believe, do good 

deeds, keep up prayer…will have their reward with their 

Lord God” (Qur’an 2:227). 

3. The Day of Judgement and Resurrection- - Muslims 

believe that a day will come when Allah’s purpose for the 

universe has been fulfilled. Only God knows when this will 

be.  

4. Heaven and Hell- Heaven or Jannah is described in the 

Qur’an as gardens of happiness. People never age or 

become ill and families are reunited. It is a reward from 

Allah.  


