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BIG IDEA SUMMER 2 

CHANGE   

Galileo and Copernicus both studied the planets.  They changed the way people 

looked at the movement of the planets. They both were part of the 

Enlightenment in the 15th century.  Galileo proved the earth moved around the 

sun and developed a telescope to study the planets.  Copernicus had a new idea 

that the sun was the centre of the solar system.  They were right.  These new 

ideas were very important in history and science. 

New ideas of the Enlightenment inspired people to fight for their rights.  These 

new ideas changed the way people thought about how they were governed.  We 

see this in the American Revolution (1775).  The Colonists believed they were not 

being treated fairly by the British Empire.  They began a Revloution based on the 

ideas of Enlightenment Philosopher John Locke.  They gained independence from 

Britain in  1776.  They had used the ideas of Enlightenment to change the way 

they were governed.  We also saw that the ideas of the Enlightenment changed 

the way France was governed in the 18th century. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our big ideas are consistent throughout this Summer 2 unit.  We focus on change.  The period 

of Enlightenment (1715-89) shows us how new ideas and thoughts introduced many changes in, 

science, religion, and government.  The ideas of Enlightenment inspired revolutionary ideas of 

science and these ideas led to revolutionary political changes in France and America. 
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