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The USA The USSR (Soviet Union) 

• Businesses and 

property were 

privately 

owned 
• Its government 

was chosen in 

free 

democratic 

elections 
• People were 

alarmed by 

Communist 

theory 

• All industry was 

owned and run 

by the state 
• Elections were 

held, but all 

candidates 

belonged to 

the 

Communist 

Party 
• Individuals lives 

were tightly 

controlled 

Our big ideas are consistent throughout this Summer 2 unit.  We focus on Diversity, Government, International Relations and 

Protest. We will study the unit of  Conflict and Tension between East and West 1945-72 to demonstrate these big ideas this 

term. 

Summary: Who was to blame for the Cold War? 
1) At the Yalta and Potsdam Conferences the 

wartime allies tried to reach agreements 
about the peace settlement, including the 
division of Germany into four zones. 

2) Some disagreements remained, fuelled by 
mutual suspicions. 

3) Soviet fears of the USA escalated after the 
USA dropped atomic bombs on Japan. 

4) The USSR took over eastern European 
countries 1945-48. 

5) The Truman Doctrine (1947) and Marshall 
Plan (1947) made the USA’s intentions 
clear. 

6) The USSR set up Cominform and Comecon 
to control Communist eastern Europe. 

7) The Berlin Blockade and Airlift (1948-949) 
showed how serious and dangerous the 
Cold War had become. 

Communism VS Capitalism 

The Truman Doctrine (1947) 

America were prepared to send money, 

equipment and advice to any country that 

was threatened by a Communist take over. 

Aim was to stop Communism spreading into 

western Europe (Containment) 

 

Marshall Aid or Marshall Plan (1947) 

To help countries after the war. 

$17 billion was made available to 

European countries over a period of four 

years to rebuild. 

 

Timeline of the key events of the Space Race 1945-75 

1945 

At the end of 

WW2 the 

USSR and 

USA used 

Germany’s 

technology to 

create missiles 

which could 

go into space 1955 

Eisenhower 

announced a 

programme to 

develop a 

man-made 

satellite 

1957 

October: 

Soviets launch 

Sputnik into 

space 

November: 

Sputnik II as 

launched into 

space carrying 

a dog 1958 

January: 

Americans 

launched 

Explorer I 

satellite 

July: NASA 

was created 

1961 

12
th

 April: 

Major Yuri 

Gagarin of the 

Red Army 

became the 

first human in 

space 

In response to the USSR sending the 

first man into space, President 

Kennedy launched the Apollo 

manned space programme which ran 

during these years. 

1969 

July: Apollo 

11 landed on 

the surface of 

the moon 

The U-2 Crisis and the Paris Peace Summit 

Causes: In 1956 America resumed illegal flying spying mission over 

the USSR with the agreement of President Eisenhower. 

The U-2 spy plane flew so high that it could not be shot down by 

the USSR and carried sophisticated spying equipment. 

Khrushchev was frustrated about the flights by could not 

complain because he had no proof. 

Events:  May 1960: Khrushchev was preparing for the Four Power 

Summit with France, Britain and the USA which was to be held in 

Paris. 

1
st

 May 1960: the USSR shot down a U-2 spy plane and arrested 

the pilot, Gary Powers. 

The USSR paraded Powers on television and accused the USA of 

spying. 

The USA at first denied that Powers was on a spying mission but 

then admitted he was. 

President Eisenhower refused to apologise or promise it would not 

happen again. 
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