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Our big ideas are consistent throughout this Autumn 1 unit.  We focus on International 

Relations, Diversity and Government. We will study the impact of exploration using these big 

ideas this term. 

European Exploration developed in the 16th Century.  Europeans had many ships and the printing press 

meant that maps could now be printed and the new routes to the new lands could be used by all sailors to 

travel and explore the produces and cultures of the new lands that were discovered during this period. 

European explorers travelled across the Atlantic to the ‘New World’.  They 

discovered new lands and gave them new names.  Europeans had a ‘race’ to see 

who could find the new lands first.  Then they began to take them over and 

began to use their governments to rule over the people that lived there first.  

This  led to bad international relations between these nations. 

Exploration led to an exchange of cultures, languages and produce.  This was 

called the Columbian Exchange. Exploration had made the world more diverse.  

It helped to advance medicine as new diseases were also exchanged.  This led 

to the discovery of new medicines. 

Exploration led to Europeans building empires, colonising the lands and people that lived 

in the new lands.  These actions led to poor international relations between colony and 

ruler.  The colonised people began to challenge overseas rule and wanted their 

independence.  We see this in the American Revolution 1775. 
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