
Gr o w i ng  u p i n Mer t o n - celebrating diversity in our community 

Key 
Wor ds 

The Fr eedom of  Rel igion  

Is the right to believe, express and practice whatever 
religion you choose. It is a universal human right which 
means that everyone in the world shares this right. If 
someone wants to follow Christianity, Islam, Judaism, 

Hinduism or ANY other religion then they have the right 
to do so. 

The Her it age of  MEr t on 

Merton is a diverse community with people who 
come from across the globe. We can see that the 
majority of people who live in Merton were born in 
Poland. Within our school we have people from all 

over the world. It is important that we try to  
celebrate our amazing diversity! 

The LGBTQI+ Communit y 
in Mer t on 

Discr iminat ion & Pr ej udice

Discrimination is unfair treatment of one particular 
person or group of people. Usually the different 
treatment is because of the person's sex, religion, 
nationality, ethnicity (culture), race, or other personal 
traits. As members of a community where there is so 
much diversity we need to guard against discrimination 
and speak out when we see it.  

Prejudice is a word that means judging someone or 
having an idea about them before you actually know 
anything about them. As members of a diverse 
community, we can guard against prejudice by getting to 
know people from all walks of life.  

In Merton it is estimated that between 
0.3% to 10% identify as lesbian, gay or 
bisexual. This means that they are either 
attracted to someone of the same sex as 
themselves, or both sexes. Being part of a 
welcoming and compassionate community 

means that everyone  has a place 
regardless of sexuality. 

Diversity - Diversity means 
differences; people may be different in many ways, 
including race or ethnicity, age, disabilities, language, 
culture, appearance, or religion.

In Merton we have a 
diverse religious 

community ... 

Cel ebr at ing Diver sit y at  St  Mar k's  

At St Mark's we celebrate the end of 
the Muslim period of fasting - Ramadan by 

having an Eid celebration. The community comes 
together to eat food, listen to music and 

celebrate what is such an important time 
for so many in the St Mark's community.  

Wi ndr u sh Day  

In June 2019 Merton hosted a day of 
celebration throughout the bourough to 

celebrate Windrush Day. It was a celebration of the 
contribution of the Carribean community. This day 

marks the day in 1948 when the first 500 
migrants from the West Indies arrived on MV 

Empire Windrush. 

What  is a Human Right ?
A right is something a person has which people think should not be taken 
away. It is a rule about what a person is allowed to do or have. A right is 
different from a privilege, which is something that must be earned. Rights 
may be put into laws, so they have legal protection.

The Universal 
Human Rights Act was 

formed in 1948. It has 
30 articles to protect 

the world's human 
rights. 

Community - A community is a 
social unit or group with something in common 
such as norms, religion, values, customs.

Human Rights - A right that. all 
people are born with is called ahuman right. Many people 
now agree that there are many human rights. Some of 
the most basicr ights are the right to live and the right 
to believe what one chooses.

Discrimination - Discrimination 
is unfair treatment of one particular person or group of 
people. Usually the different treatment is because of the 
person's sex, religion, nationality, ethnicity (culture), race, 
or other personal traits.Discrimination based on race is 
called racism.

Prejudice - Prejudice is a word that 
means judging someone or having an idea about them 
before you actually know anything about them. It can also 
mean having an opinion about something without knowing 
anything about it.

Homosexual - When someone is 
attracted to another person who is the same sex as 
them. When a man is attracted to a man. When a 
woman is attracted to a woman. 

Heterosexual - When someone is 
attracted to the opposite sex. When a man is 
attracted to a woman. When a woman is attracted to a 
man. 

Bisexual - When someone is attracted 
to both sexes. When a woman is attracted to women 
and men. When a man is attracted to women and men. 

The big ideas 
here are: 

Community and 
Character
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