
Gr o w i ng  u p i n Mer t o n - Being safe in the community

Key 
Wor ds 

Coercion -The action or practice 
of persuading someone to do something they 
wouldn?t normally do or something they don?t 
want to do by using force or threats.

The big ideas 
here are: 

Community and 
Character

Gr ooming FGM -  Female Genital Mutilation

Gang Cul t ur e & Yout h Viol ence

Count y Lines

Why is FGM performed? 
- Preservation of virginity and chastity 
- Religion, in the mistaken belief that it 
is a religious requirement 
- Fear of social exclusion 
- To ensure the girl is marriageable or 
to improve marriage prospect 
- Hygiene and cleanliness 
- Belief that it increases the sexual 
pleasure for the male 
- Enhancing fertility 
- Family honour 
- Social acceptance

Ef f ect s of  FGM 

FGM and the Law 
Over 24,000 girls under the age of 15 
living in the UK are at risk of undergoing 
the most severe form of FGM at any one 

time.

 Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003 
makes it illegal for FGM to be performed in 
the UK or anywhere in the world on UK 
citizens or permanent residents of any 

age. 

If you carry out or help in carrying out 
FGM or if you arrange for someone to 

undergo FGM you face up to 14 years in 
prison.

 It is also illegal to take a British national 
or permanent resident abroad for FGM or 

to help anyone trying to do this.

When someone in real life or through using the internet tricks, forces or pressures a young person into doing 
something they wouldn?t normally do, this could be sexual behavior or radical beliefs.

County Lines is where illegal drugs are transported from one area to another, often across police and local 
authority boundaries (although not exclusively), usually by children or vulnerable people who are coerced 
into it by gangs. Drug gangs are likely to exploit children and vulnerable adults to move [and store] the 
drugs and money and they will often use coercion, intimidation, violence (including sexual violence) and 
weapons.
Here are some signs to look out for that can suggest that someone you 
know might be involved in county lines activity.

- Are they always going missing from school or their home?
- Are they travelling alone to places far away from home?
- Do they suddenly have lots of money/lots of new clothes/new mobile phones?
- Are they carrying or selling drugs?
- Are they carrying weapons or know people that have access to weapons?
- Are they in a relationship with or hanging out with someone/people that are older 

and controlling?
- Do they have unexplained injuries?
- Do they seem very reserved or seem like they have something to hide?
- Do they seem scared?

Anybody can be a groomer, no matter their age, gender or race. Grooming can take place over a short or long 
period of time ? from weeks to years. Groomers may also build a relationship with the young person's family or 
friends to make them seem trustworthy or authoritative.

groomers can use tactics like:
- pretending to be younger
- giving advice or showing understanding
- buying gifts
- giving attention
- taking them on trips, outings or holidays.

Where to get more help and support 
- Parents and trusted family. 
- School Staff and Wellbeing Team 
- Directly to the police.
- NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk 
- Childline - Helpline: 0800 1111(24 hours, every day) / https://www.childline.org.uk
 - CEOPS - https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/

Youth Violence is the intentional use of physical force or power to threaten or harm others by young people ages 10-24. 
...Youth violence can include fighting, bullying, threats with weapons, and gang-related violence. A young person can be 
involved with youth violence as a victim, offender, or witness.

A child or young person might be recruited into a gang because of where they live or because of who their family is. They might join 
because they don?t see another option or because they feel like they need protection. Children and young people may become involved in 
gangs for many reasons, including:

- peer pressure and wanting to fit in with their friends
- they feel respected and important
- they want to feel protected from other gangs, or bullies
- they want to make money, and are promised rewards
- they want to gain status, and feel powerful
- they?ve been excluded from school and don?t feel they have a future

It's not illegal for a young person to be in a gang ? there are different types of ?gang? and not every ?gang? is criminal 
or dangerous. However, gang membership can be linked to illegal activity, particularly organised criminal gangs involved 

in trafficking, drug dealing and violent crime which may result in a prison sentence . 

FGM -Female Genital Mutilation 
(FGM) comprises all procedures that 
involve partial or total removal of the 
external female genitalia, or other injury 
to the female genital organs for 
nonmedical reasons.

Circumcision -The removal 
of the foreskin from the human penis. In the 
most common procedure, the foreskin is 
opened, adhesions are removed, and the 
foreskin is separated from the glans. After 
that, a circumcision device may be placed, 
and then the foreskin is cut off.

Breast Ironing 
-Breast ironing, also known as breast 
flattening, is the pounding and massaging 
of a pubescent girl's breasts, using hard 
or heated objects, to try to make them 
stop developing or disappear. This can lead 
to greater chances of breast cancer as 
well as problems during pregnancy and 
with breast feeding.

Grooming -When someone 
uses the internet to trick, force or 
pressure a young person into doing 
something they wouldn?t normally do, this 
could be sexual behavior or radical 
beliefs.
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