
Summer A Year 9 : Evil and Responsibility 

Big Ideas: 

God’s love of Humanity:          Moral Philosophy:    

The Nature of God 

The Big Narratives  

Key Terms

Responsibility: the state or fact of having a duty to deal with 
something or of having control over someone.
Good is defined as morally excellent, virtuous, righteous and 
pious
Evil is something that is profoundly immoral and wicked and is 
usually seen as depraved and malicious

Natural evil: suffering caused by the world: for example: 
disease, floods, earthquakes and hurricanes

Moral Evil: suffering brought about by the cruel actions of 
people For example: murder, rape and torture  

The Devil: The personification of evil as it is conceived in many 
and various cultures and religious traditions. It is seen as the 
objectification of a hostile and destructive force. 

Free will: Christian belief that God gives people the 
opportunity to make decisions for themselves. 

Spiritual evil:   the Christian concept of fighting against the 
work of preternatural evil forces. It is based on the biblical 
belief in evil spirits, or demons, that are said to intervene in 
human affairs in various ways.

Hard Determinism: the view that all choices are determined 
by other events or actions, prior to the choice. (Free will is an 
illusion) 

Soft determinism: the  teaching that says we can be both 
determined and free, as some of our moral choices are free 
but aspects of our nature are determined. 

Libertarianism: This theory claims that we are morally 
responsible for all our actions and are free to make choices. As 
our ‘moral selves’ and personalities are different entities. 

Diminished Responsibility: an unbalanced mental state that is 
considered to make a person less answerable for a crime and 
to be grounds for a reduced charge, but that does not classify 
them as insane.

Evil and Responsibility played 
out in The Bible 

The devil first appears in Genesis 3, where he successfully 
tempts Adam and Eve to abuse their free will 

In St John’s Gospel it describes how Satan 
entered into Judas and led him to betray 

Jesus. 

Before starting his ministry Jesus went out into the 

wilderness, to be tempted by the devil. 

In the gospels there are countless examples of 
Jesus casting out evil spirits.

Many theologians argue that wile Jesus was in in the Garden 
of Gethsemane he was under spiritual attack.  

Philosophers have long debated whether humans are  truly free (or conscious) in the 

moral choices we make. Hard Determinists argue that free will is an illusion and that 

every moral action is already determined by prior actions or events in our lives. Soft 

Determinists argue that free will and determinism are compatible, meaning we are free 

to make moral decisions to a certain extent as past actions and events will influence our 

moral decision making process. Libertarians argue that humans are completely free 

when making moral decisions as the moral self is different from the personality self. It is 

the personality self that is shaped by past action and events not the moral self. 

Take for example the case of James Bulger’s murder, could two 10 year olds really be held 

responsible for their actions? Was there behaviour determined by environmental factors? 

Maybe this is a case of diminished responsibility. 


