
Knowledge Organiser. Year 11- Theme E- Religion Crime and Punishment  

Key moral issues to debate 

Issue  Arguments for  Arguments against  

Corporal 
punishment 

• In the Bible it states “a rod for a fools back.” 

• The Shari’ah law in Islam permits corporal punishment 

• It is a retributive punishment. The Bible states- “an eye for an 
eye” so criminals should suffer like victims. 

• It acts as a deterrent which puts criminals off. 

• It breaks the sanctity of life for Muslims and 
Christians  

• Christians believe it is not loving thy neighbour 
(Jesus) 

• It doesn’t allow criminals to reform 

Capital  
punishment   

• It is a retribution and the Bible- “an eye for an eye.” 
• It acts as a deterrent which puts criminals off 

• It protects society because you can’t re-offend if you’re dead. 

• Some Muslims support this because it is included in the 
Shari’ah Law. 

• If you convicted the wrong person the innocent die. 
• Somebody cannot reform if they are dead. Jesus gave 

his life to reform humanity so we should do the 
same. 

• It breaks the sanctity of life and Decalogue. In the 
Bible, Jesus says “If someone strikes you on the right 
cheek, turn to him the other also.” This shows that 
the old law (An eye for an eye) was dismissed by 
Jesus. 

• Statistics sugge show that capital punishment does 
not deter. 

Breaking an 
unjust law 

• Some  Christians believe that a law based on prejudice should 
be changed so breaking them to chieve justice is acceptable. 
This is following the teaching of Jesus in Mark 12:15 when he 
says “give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is 
God’s”, This suggests obedience to God is the priority.  

• Some Christians say no laws should be broken 
because St Paul tells them to “obey the law of the 
land” because God has given them the authority  
 

 

                                      Big Ideas: Nature of God and moral philosophy 

Key Vocabulary 

• Capital punishment- Death penalty; snot legal in UK. 

• Community service order- UK punishment involving the criminal 

doing a set number of hours of physical labour. 

• Conscience- Sense of right and wrong; guilty voice in our head; 

seen as the voice of God by many religious believers. 

• Corporal punishment- Punishment in which physical pain is inflicted 

on the criminal; not legal in the UK. 

• Crime- Action which breaks the law; can be against the person (eg 

murder), property (eg vandalism), or against the state (eg treason). 

• Deterrence- Aim of punishment to put a person off committing a 

crime  

• Duty- What we have a responsibility to do. 

• Evil- Something or someone considered morally very wrong or 

wicked; often linked to the idea of a devil or other malevolent being. 

• Forgiveness- Letting go of blame against a person for wrongs they 

have done; moving on. 

• Greed- Reason for committing crime – wanting/desiring. 

• Hate crime- A crime committed because of prejudice, eg assaulting 

a person because they are gay or Asian. 

• Imprisonment- Locking criminal up and taking away their civil 

liberties  

• Law- The rules citizens follow. Breaking theseleads to punishment. 

• Murder- Unlawfully killing another person. 

• Order- The enforcement of rules, eg by a police force. 

• Parole- Release of a criminal from prison under the condition they 

will meet with a parole officer who can monitor their behaviour. 

• Protection- Additional aim of punishment; to keep people safe. 

• Reformation- Aim of punishment; helping the criminal see how and 

why their behaviour was wrong, so that they stop offending again 

• Reparation- Additional aim of punishment; where the criminal 

makes up for, or pays back for, their crimes. 

• Retribution- Aim of punishment; getting the criminal back for crimes. 

• Theft- Taking something without the owner’s consent. 

• Victim- Those directly affected by a crime eg person assaulted. 

• Vindication- Additional aim of punishment; the punishment exists to 

justify the law. 

• Young offenders- Criminals under the age of 18. 

         

 



 

 

Christian and Muslim teachings about suffering: 

Christians believe that if we want to be forgiven by God we must be willing to 

forgive. Jesus tells Peter that he should forgive 70 times 7. This means we 

should forgive unconditionally to gain salvation.  

  

Muslims believe that only Allah can truly forgive and will only forgive those who 

are truly sorry (repent) and intend to follow the faith properly in the future. This 

is perfectly in line with the compassionate and merciful nature of God.  

 

Christian teachings about suffering  

• Suffering is an unfortunate part of living. Evil that causes suffering can be natural or moral. Christians believe that they should try to help others who are suffering in the Parable of the 

Sheep and Goats. 

• Christians believe that good can come out of suffering. St Paul suffered at the hands of the Roman authorities when he was trying to promote Christianity. He said “We also glory in our 

sufferings because we know that suffering produces perseverance, persistence and character” (Romans). 

• Many people question why an omnipotent, omniscient and Omni-benevolent God would allow moral evil that causes suffering, however the Bible makes it clear that God gave humans 

free will and it is up to them to make the right decisions before Judgement Day. Jesus’ teachings in the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats and throughout the Bible are a guide for 

Christians. So Christians believe they should follow the example of Jesus who helped people who he saw suffering. 

 

Christian views about good and evil intentions 

• In the Bible it warns Christians against having any evil or wrong thoughts or intentions 

because they will be judged according to their behaviour. For example, Jesus said;  

“You have heard it was said to the people long ago, “You shall not murder” and anyone who murders 

will be subject to judgement” (Matthew 5:21-22). 

• Some actions can be evil for religious people even though they do not break the law. For 

example adultery and working on the Sabbath day break the 10 Commandments. A good 

intention for Christians is generally one is encouraged by faith. E.g. giving to charity.  

• Christians believe that there is no such thing as an evil person because we are made in God’s 

image and therefore good. However the belief in original sin derived from Adam and Eve 

because of their disobedience to God means that some people have a tendency to do evil 

things even though they are not evil. Evil is an abuse of free will 

• Most Christians believe in a figure called the Devil or Satan who is an evil power, yet less 

powerful that God who is good. The Devil constantly tries to tempt people towards evil. 

Therefore they believe evil is a combination of external and internal factors. 

 


