
China

BRIC - Four of the world’s fastest-growing economies: Brazil, Russia, 
India, China. 
Economic growth- an increase in the amount of goods and services 
produced per head of the population over a period of time.
Energy consumption- The amount of energy that is used in during a 
given period, normally one year.
Gross Domestic Product – the total value of the goods and services 
produced in a country. 
Interdependence- the dependence of two or more people or things on 
each other.
Political - relating to the government or public affairs of a country.
Sustainable development- Development that meets the needs of the 
present without limiting the ability of future generations to meet their 
own needs. 

Silk Route - Goods of all kinds travelled between merchants, pilgrims, 
missionaries, soldiers, nomads and urban dwellers from Ancient China, 
Ancient India and Mediterranean countries for almost 3,000 years.

Distribution – How spread out the 
population is.
Varied - Different
Disparity - Different
Urban/Rural – City/Countryside

Big Ideas

Place - what makes a location Interconnections - how and why things are linked Change - how things become different Sustainability - now and the future

Before 1978 China was a ‘closed’ country. The Government did not encourage interaction 

between China and other countries. As a result China was ‘backward’, steeped in history and 

lagged behind the rest of the world in terms of development. Today China has the second 

largest economy in the world and is well on the way to becoming an HIC. 

The Chinese Government declared ‘openness’ in 1978 and since then many different aspects of 
Chinese life have changed. There have been changes to the population, cities, energy provision, 
industry and the economy.

• China is one of the world’s oldest civilisations, thought to date back over 6000 years ago
• China is a large country containing many different climates. The north is cold and dry and the south is warmer and 

wetter
• China has a population of 1.3 billion (2007)- the largest population of any country in the world
• Most of China’s population lives in the south east of the country
• The currency used in China is Yuan
• China is a communist country
• Most of China’s population speak Mandarin, although there are also many regional languages spoken throughout the 

country

More Chinese goods are imported to the USA than anywhere else.

Africa supplies 1/3 of China’s crude oil

China and the USA are the worlds biggest  producers of CO2 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/74/Silk_route.jpg


Two babies were permitted if:

•the people lived in the rural areas
•both parents were from a one-child 
household themselves
•the first child was a female
•the first child had a disability
•the first child died in the Sichuan 
earthquake in 2008
•there was a multiple birth, the mother 
was allowed to keep all the children

The impact of the policy

•The fertility rate has dropped from 5.7 in 
1960 to 1.5 in 2011.
•About 400 million births may have been 
prevented.
•In urban areas the policy was very effective.
•It has led to an ageing population with a 
high dependency ratio. 
•The ageing population is also increasing 
because of the improvements in living 
standards and life expectancy in the country.
•The cultural preference for boys has meant 
that there seems to be a gender imbalance 
in China. There have been reports of female 
infanticide, especially when the policy was 
first introduced.
•This gender imbalance is now narrowing as 
China seems to be valuing girls more. For 
example, girls are now encouraged to travel 
to the factories to work and bring home pay. 
Being a one-child policy girl also meant extra 
university points in one province.

One child policy in China

In 1979, the One Child Rule was 
introduced in China. It is an anti-natal
policy. It was brought in because of 
concerns about the size of China's 
population. The country could not 
support this rate of population growth. 

The new policy meant that any couple 
having a second child would get a heavy 
fine, around £3,000, which only the very 
affluent could afford. There were 
financial incentives to follow the policy.

Primary industry– This type of industry involves extracting minerals or raw materials, e.g. farming.
Secondary industry - This type of industry makes raw materials into finished products. This is called manufacturing.
Tertiary industry - This type of industry has jobs where people provide a service – teachers, nurses, office workers.
TNC – Transnational company – a business with factories/shops/offices in more than one country.
Export - When a country sells goods or materials to another country.

A graph to show 
growth of industries 
in China since 1978

Three Gorges Dam
• Completed in 2009 it took over 10 years to build and can be seen from space.
• It was a prestigious project for the Chinese Government.
• There are 3 separate dams, across the Yangtze River.
• It saves over 100 million tonnes of CO2 emissions by producing hydroelectricity through its Hydroelectric power plant. (Water + Gravity)
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