
YEAR 7 SPRING 2 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER – BIG IDEA: GENDER - Role of women in 16th Century – How difficult was it for 

Elizabeth I to maintain control and power during this period. 
 

Elizabeth and the problem of marriage 

Elizabeth had reasons for not marrying: 

 

It would cause problems if she married a Catholic 

It would cause problems if she married an Englishman 

She had to marry an equal 

She was afraid of childbirth 

She wanted to keep all the power 

 

Which is the right answer?  All of the above. 

 

 

Elizabeth and the government 

 

Elizabeth did not like Parliament, she rarely called a 

Parliament and when she did it was to ask for more money, 

which she always received. 

Elizabeth kept Parliament in order and often flattered them 

to get her own way. 

 

 

 

GENDER 

 

 

 

 

 

Key terms and individuals 

Elizabeth I – monarch 1558-1603 

Dynasty – a family that continues to rule 

Illegitimate – to be born to parents who are not married 

Heir – next in line to the throne 

Henry VIII – Elizabeth’s father 

Anne Boleyn – Elizabeth’ mother 

Mary Tudor – Elizabeth’s half sister 

Reformation – Henry changed the religion of England from 

Catholic to Protestant in order to get a divorce from 

Catherine of Aragon and marry Anne Boleyn 

Execution - To send someone to their death 

Court – Where Elizabeth lived with the courtiers 

Courtiers – the titled and wealthy people of England 

Nobility – Another word for courtiers 

Jesuits – ‘Men only’ Extreme Catholic priests 

Puritans – Extremist Protestants 

Radical – to have extreme views 

The Middle Way – Elizabeth’s religious settlement 

Rebellions – When the people riot 

Population – the number of people 

Poor harvest – lack of food 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

Elizabeth’s Early life 

 

How did her early life influence her personality, relationships and decisions she made in later 

life? 

• Henry’s divorce from Catherine of Aragon 

• The Religious changes (Reformation 

• The execution of mother (Anne Boleyn) 

• How this affected her relationship with her half sister Mary Tudor 
 

  
 

 

Progresses 
Reasons why Elizabeth and the court went on a 

Progress during the Summer 
 

  
 

 

Elizabeth’s and Religious Problems 

 

Elizabeth had to deal with religious problems from Catholics and Puritans, they 

were not happy with her religious settlement, ‘The Middle Way’.  Elizabeth needed 

to manage religion in order to avoid rebellions.  Her enemies were 

Catholics, Puritans and Jesuits. If they didn’t follow her ways she used punishments 

to keep control, for example: imprisonment, fines and even death. 

  
 

 

Elizabeth and the Problem of the Poor 
 

Because of population growth and poor harvest.  The poor became a problem.  

Elizabeth needed to address this in order to prevent rebellions.  The poor were 

being blamed for crimes and spreading diseases.  Elizabeth put the poor in different 

groups: 

The deserving Poor, Undeserving Poor, and Lazy Fit beggars 

She introduced a poor law to help the deserving poor. 

She made the undeserving poor work for food 

She punished the lazy fit beggars 

 

This action stopped rebellions against her. 
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