
Atheist - someone who does not 
believe in God. 

Theist - someone who believes 
in God. 

 Agnostic - someone who is 
unsure about their belief in God. 

Omnibenevolent -  A quality of 
God. The idea that God is all 
loving. 

 Omnipotent - A quality of God. 
The idea God is all powerful. 

Omniscient -  A quality of 
God.The idea God is all knowing 
or all seeing. 

Miracle - an event that breaks a 
law of nature and therefore is 
attributed to the divine. 

Big Ideas: 
Nature of God 
Moral Philosophy 
Religious Experience 

The Design Argument 

The Design argument was put forward by 
William Paley. Paley says that the universe 
shows evidence of having been designed, 
and designed things must have had a 
designer. Paley thinks the designer must 
be God and uses examples of design to 
prove that God is real. For example, the 
human eye. He helps people to understand 
his argument by using the watchmaker 
analogy, comparing the universe to a watch 
as both need a designer because of their 
intricate design and the fact they seem to 
have been made for a purpose. 

The First Cause Argument
The First cause argument was put forward 
by Thomas Aquinas. Aquinas said that 
everything in the world was caused by a 
complex chain of causes. He argued that 
this chain could not go on forever and 
there needed to be a starting point. He 
said it was God and therefore God must 
exist. 

 

The Moral Argument

The Argument was created by a German 
philosopher called Immanuel Kant. Kant 
says that the goal of humanity is to 
achieve perfect happiness and virtue 
and believed that an afterlife must 
exist in order for this to be possible, 
and that God must exist to provide this. 
There must be a reason why people try 
to be good. 

 

The Argument from 
Miracles
Miracles are events that break a law of 
nature. They are often used as evidence 
that God must exist. They are examples of 
special revelation, where God is revealed 
directly to a person through a vision, 
dream, experience or a miracle. For 
example, Bernadette of Lourdes received 
multiple visions of the Virgin Mary 
throughout her life. 
 

The Argument from 
Science
This is an argument used against 
the existence of God. Some 
people believe that science 
answers all questions about the 
creation of life on earth. The Big 
Bang is a scientific theory that 
explains how the universe came 
to exist. The Theory of 
Evolution, first developed by 
Charles Darwin explains how 
humans came to exist. With 
these arguments there is no need 
to believe in God. 

The Argument from 
evil and suffering 
Cases of moral evil, like murder 
as well as natural evil, like 
tsunamis and hurricanes, in the 
world make people call into 
question whether or not God 
really exists. If God was all 
loving why would he let people 
suffer? If God was all seeing 
then he knows there is 
suffering but chooses to do 
nothing. If God was all 
powerful he could stop evil  and 
suffering. 


