
Big Ideas: 

Justice and Equality        God’s love of Humanity:   

The Nature of God           Moral Philosophy 

The Big Narratives  

Key Terms:

Natural Evil: the suffering that results from acts of nature 
for example earthquakes, floods and volcanoes. Some 
Christians believe chaos entered the world when Adam 
and Eve disobeyed God’s will ( The Fall Genesis 3) 

Moral Evil: the suffering that results from other peoples 

evil actions for example murder, rape, kidnap. Christians 

believe that moral evil takes place as individuals abuse 

their God given free will. 

Allegory : a symbolical narrative 

Religious Determinism is the logical consequence of the 

presumed omniscience of God. God has eternal 

foreknowledge of all events. All times are equally present 

to His eye. 

Free will is the ability to choose between different possible 

courses of action unimpeded.

Immanent: The idea that God is present in and involved 

with life on earth and in the universe; a quality of God. 

Transcendent: the idea that God is beyond and outside life 

on earth and the universe; a quality of God.

Trinity: the belief that there are three persons in One God; 

The Father, the Son and The Holy Spirit are separate, but 

are also one being.  

The Crucifixion: Jesus’ death on the cross 

The Resurrection: Jesus rising from the dead. 

The Ascension: Jesus rising up into heaven , body and soul.  

Pentecost: The event when the Holy Spirit became 

established on earth to support the disciples in their 

mission

Yeshua/ Jesus the Son of God 

helps Mack to walk on water 

and calms the storm of  his life: 

A reference to  Matthew 

14:22-33 and Mark 4:35-41 

In the novel the three persons of the 
Trinity guide the character of Mack 

through his loss and pain. 
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I am 

When Mack first encounters the Trinity, he goes to ask 

which one of them is God, to which they reply in unison, 

I am. This is  a reference to how God refers to himself 

when he appears to Moses in the form of a burning 

bush ( Exodus 3:14). This terminology is reflected in the 

Gospel of John with the seven I am statements of Jesus: 

John 10:11: I am the good shepherd: John 11:25: I am 

the resurrection and the life :John 14:06: I am the way, 

the truth and the life , John 15:1:5: I am the vine, John 

6:35:48: I am the bread of life , John 8:1: I am the light 

of the world, John 10:07: I am the door. Such scripture 

demonstrates the coexistent relationship between God 

the Father and God the Son

Sarayu (The Holy Spirit) teaches Mack the 

importance of trusting in the healing nature 

of God.  

Papa ( God the father) teaches Mack the 

importance of forgiveness: every time you 

forgive, the universe changes. 

God the Father is seen as Transcendent 
Our Father, who art in heaven 

Matthew 6:6 

The Holy Spirit is 
immanent 

demonstrated by the 
events of Pentecost

Acts 2:1-31

God the Son is both Transcendent and 
Immanent:  The word became flesh

John 1:14 

Wisdom teaches Mack that 

Judgement is unhelpful and 

that the only way to respond 

to suffering is to place trust 

in God, as illustrated by the 

Old Testament Book of Job 

During Mack’s conversation with Wisdom, he is 
asked to choose one of his children to go to  hell. He 
completely breaks down and offers to take their 
place. This scene highlights the futile nature of 
human judgement, as Christians believe that Jesus 
died to atone for the sins of the whole world. 


