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Our big ideas are consistent throughout this 

Autumn 2 unit.  We focus on diversity, gender 

roles, international relations and change in 

the Medieval period. 

The Medieval period is usually dated from the 

end of the 5th century until 1485 

In Medieval times women did not always have 

traditional roles.  Some women, like Athelflaed 

ruled over men.  Some women were warriors.  

Saxon women also had rights, they could own 

land and could divorce.  This changed over time 

and women lost their rights.  Sometimes 

gender is associated with specific roles.  

Overtime people believed this was unfair and 

opinions changed 

Diversity is shown in Medieval Times when we 

look at how differences are shown in society.  

Peasants were made to wear clothes that were 

made to show they were poor.  Nobles could 

wear clothes that showed their wealth but 

they could not look wealthier than the 

monarch. 

The Feudal System also showed the diversity 

in society, it showed the differences of 

classes in Medieval society. 

The Battle of Hastings 1066.  William of 

Normandy came from France and defeated 

Harold Godwinson of England.  William became 

king of England.  William changed the way 

England was governed, he introduced the 

Feudal System to be able to control the people.  

He also introduced many different customs 

from France into England, for example, the 

French Language, different foods and 

different names, William and Henry was 

introduced into the English language.  This 

made England very diverse.  It also affected 

international relations between France and 

England. 

Change means to make something different, 

usually because something is not fair, or we don’t 

agree with it.  Change is needed when we think 

something is wrong.  We see this in the Feudal 

System because it was unfair to peasants and 

serfs.   

We also see how William the conqueror changed 

the way England was governed.  

Some of the changes William the Conqueror 

introduced angered the English and led to bad 

international relations between them for many 

years. 

The Conquest did make England more diverse 

and introduced some French culture 
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