
Key Concepts: 
Liberation Theology: a movement in Christian theology, developed mainly by Latin American 
Roman Catholics, which attempts to address the problems of poverty and social injustice as well as 
spiritual matters.
Preferential option of the poor: the idea that Jesus Christ stood for the poor and oppressed and 
that the Church should focus on the poor and oppressed and stand in solidarity with them. 
The Upside Down Kingdom:  The idea that God will make good all the suffering on earth, the poor 
will become rich and the rich will become poor. 
Black Theology: is a set of distinctive religious beliefs belonging to the Black African American 
community following 300 years of slavery. 
Invisible Churches: informal Christian groups where slaves listened to preachers that they chose 
without their master's knowledge.
Feminist Theology: Feminist theology is a movement to reconsider the traditions, practices, 
scriptures, and theologies of those religions from a feminist perspective.
Socialisation: the process of learning to behave in a way that is acceptable to society.
Patriarchal society: Patriarchy is a social system in which men hold primary power and 
predominate in roles of political leadership, moral authority, social privilege and control of 
property. 

Key Terms: 
Theology: The study of God 
Oppression :prolonged cruel or unjust 
treatment or exercise of authority.
Emancipation: is any effort to procure 
economic and social rights, political rights or 
equality, often for a specifically disenfranchised 
group
Communism: a theory or system of social 
organization in which all property is owned by 
the community and each person contributes and 
receives according to their ability and needs.
Capitalism: an economic system in which the 
means of production are privately owned and 
operated for profit, in contrast with communism 
where trade and industry is controlled by the 
state. 
Structural Sin: Sin that is the result of 
institutions such as governments or multi-
national corporations. 
Messiah: the promised deliverer of the Jewish 
nation prophesied in the Hebrew Bible.
Womanism: a form of feminism that 
acknowledges women's natural contribution to 
society (used by some in distinction to the 
term feminism and its association with white 
women).
Pantheistic: the belief that everything composes 
an all-encompassing, immanent God.
LGBT: is an initialism that stands for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender. 

Key Thinkers:  
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Jesus of 
Nazareth 

But let justice well up like water, 
righteousness like an unfailing 

stream 
Amos 5:24

Imago dei: All humans are 
created in the likeness of God 

(Genesis 1:26) 
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