
St ew ar dshi p - Ho w  can chang e my  pl anet ? 

Key 
Wor ds 

Activism -  the policy or action of using vigorous 
campaigning to bring about political or social change.

Democracy -   a form of government in which the common 
people hold political power and can rule either directly or 
through elected representatives

Civic Engagement -  means working to make a difference 
in the life of our communities through both political and 
non-political processes.

Greenhouse Gas -  The Green House effects the warming 
of the Earth?s surface and the air above it. It is caused by 
gases in the air that trap the energy from the sun. 

Global warming - a gradual increase in the overall 
temperature of the earth's atmosphere generally 
attributed to the greenhouse effect caused by increased 
levels of carbon dioxide.
 
Rebellion -  an act of armed resistance to an established 
government or leader.

Climate crisis -  Climate crisis is a term describing global 
warming and climate change, and their consequences. The 
term has been used to describe the threat of global 
warming to the planet.

Endangered Species - An endangered species is any 
type of plant or animal that is in danger of disappearing 
forever. If a species, or type, of plant or animal dies out 
completely, it becomes extinct.

Pollution - Pollution is when gases, smoke and chemicals 
are introduced into the environment in large doses that 
makes it harmful for humans, animals and plants. Some 
forms ofpollution can be seen, some are invisible.

Policy - a course or principle of action adopted or 
proposed by an organization or individual.

Nuclear Energy - Nuclear energy is the energy stored 
inside an atom by the forces that hold together the nucleus 
of the atom. Scientists have learned how to capture large 
amounts of energy from these forces that can then be 
used to generate electricity.

Climate Crisis  - Climate 
crisis is a term describing global warming and 

climate change, and their consequences. These 
consequences are: animals becoming extinct, extreme 
weather, sea levels rising, plastic polluting the oceans 

and sea life at threat. 

Environmental Activism - 
Is when a  policy or action is used to bring about environmental 

activism. For example vigorous campaigning to bring about political 
or social change. Examples of Environmental Activism are groups 
like Green Peace and Extinction Rebellion as well as; individuals like 
Greta Thunberg who gained fame for her speech at the UN in 

2019. 

This term we will take part in a Model United Nations that aims to solve a problem that arises from climate change. This will provide us with the 
opportunity to partake in a form of Environmental Activism, by using political pathways to find a solution. 

What is the UN?

The United Nations is an 
international organization founded in 
1945 after the Second World War 

by 51 countries committed to 
maintaining international peace and 

security, developing friendly relations 
among nations and promoting social 

progress, better living standards and 
human rights.

What is the Model UN?
Model United Nations is an activity where 

students  roleplay as delegates of 
countries reporting to the United Nations 

and simulate UN committees. The 
committees will have to respond to an 

issue that is revealed at the beginning of 
a conference based on their knowledge 
of how the country may have really 

responded. 

USA Enviromental Policy: 1) The Clean Air Act, 2) The Endangered Species Act, 3) The National 
Environmental Policy Act, 4) The Clean Water Act (all created in the 1970s) 

UK Environvmental Position: 1) To ensure the environment is at the heart of all government policy 
making and that this government ? and future governments ? are held to account if they fail to uphold 
their environmental duties 2) meeting net-zero by 2050 3) improve air quality  4) restore and enhance 

nature 5) transform the way we manage our waste  6) protect precious water resources

 China's environmental policy was similar to that of the United States before 1970. China's rapid 
economic expansion combined with the country's relaxed environmental oversight has caused a number of ecological 
problems. In response to public pressure, the national government has undertaken a number of measures to curb 
pollution in China and improve the country's environmental situation. The government's environmental agencies are 

allowed to enforce strict penalties and seize property of polluters. Companies that break the law will be "named and 
shamed", with company executives subject to prison sentences of 15 days. China has begun to "adopt a low-carbon 

and frugal lifestyle and perform environmental protection duties" such as recycling their garbage under the law. 
Despite having policies like the Soil Pollution Prevention and Control Law, Water Pollution Prevention Act China has 

many environmental issues, severely affecting its biophysical environment as well as human health.

Russian Environmental Policy: Environmental Doctrine of 2002 that, while not yet setting concrete policy targets, 
identifies specific policy objectives, such as: - Removing pollution ?hot spots? and promoting of environmentally-friendly planning; - 
Reducing the resource and energy intensity of production, as well as a ?greening? of the economy - Conserving wildlife and saving 

of distressed areas, - Reforming emission limits, - Providing economic incentives to improve the environmental performance of 
industries; - Developing a system of fines for environmental non-compliance; - more environmental projects. 

German Environmental Policy: 1) a nuclear power phase-out 2) The Renewable Energy Act: renewables 
priority on the grid and ensures that investors in renewable energy receive compensation irrespective of electricity prices. 
3) Tax that puts a high price on environmentally unfriendly activities, specifically fossil fuel use 4) The Cogeneration Act - 

recovering the heat usually wasted in power generation and putting it to work. 5) The Ecodesign Directive (ErP) was 
created to regulate products with the worst environmental performance. 6) Encouraging alternative forms of 

transportation. Germany has an extensive public and bicycle transportation network. 5) Recycling, Germany is known for its 
complicated recycling system

Summary of  the Environmental Policies of  the Model UN:  

How to start an attention grabbing first speech: 

- Interesting Facts: Facts demonstrating how serious a global issue is or how it affects your 
country specifically can help engage the audience.

- A Quote: Start with a quote from a well-known global figure. It can help the audience feel 
more connected to you through their connection to the person you?re quoting.

- A Question :By starting your speech with a rhetorical question, you can assure that your 
listeners are really thinking about the issue and how it may affect them or otherpeople.

- A Story or Anecdote:A more personal appeal in the form of a story or anecdote can 
carry with it some emotion and demonstrate the real human effect that global issues have 
on individuals, rather than just statistics about large groups of people in tragic situations.

How to create a strong argument: 
Arguments should be limited to just a few main points so that your speech can be as memorable 

as possible. Each point can be broken down into two main parts:

The Why: Speak briefly about the components of the problem that your plan will seek to 
address, and cite relevant information about how the issue affects your country specifically.

The What: Make a clear statement of your country?s suggested solution for the issue, and 
briefly explain actionable plans for what you want the international community to do.

The big ideas 
here are: 

Comfort and 
Community 

http://www.howtogermany.com/pages/recycling.html
http://www.howtogermany.com/pages/recycling.html
http://www.wfuna.org/wimun-guide-to-acing-a-debate#
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