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Global    World wide 

Empire A group of territories owned/rule 

by another country 

Colonies   countries ruled and controlled by 

another country 

Indigenous   Native people of a country 

International relations Relationships between other 

nations 

Diversity Differences 

Trading Exchange of goods for money 

Independence Freedom to rule yourself 

East India Company Trading Company set up by Royal 

Charter to trade with India 

Exploitation  Take advantage of 

Triangular Trade Transportation of African people 

into slavery 

 

 

BIG IDEAS AUTUMN 2 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

DIVERSITY 

PROTEST 

Trading and colonisation led to a trade in people.  Africans were transported to the Americas to 

work on sugar, tobacco and cotton plantations.  Europeans exploited the slave trade for profit.  The 

European slave trade was known as the triangular trade or the Transatlantic Trade due to the route 

the ships took on the trading route.  The trade lasted from late 16th century to early 19th century.  

The exploitation of African people led to many protests from many different people, one British MP, 

William Wilberforce campaigned tirelessly to end slavery.  Slavery was eventually abolished in 

Britain by the Slavery Abolition Act 1833, and came into effect in 1834.  In the USA slavery was 

abolished in 1865.  It took another 100 years before Black African Americans had the right to vote.  

This was passed in 1965 by President Lyndon Johnson, but it took a long struggle from the Civil 

Rights Movement, led by Martin Luther King to achieve this. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our big ideas are consistent throughout this Autumn 2 unit.  We focus on International 

Relations, Diversity and Protest.  We will study the impact of exploration using these big ideas 

this term. 

Trading between colonies was very profitable for the Europeans.  They took resources from the 

colonies and sold them back to them.  Early explorers like Cortez took gold and valuable precious 

stones from Mexico and the Incas.  This was not always fair to the colonies and this led to poor 

international relations and many colonies started to protest.  

The East India Trading Company was set up by Britain to dominate trade with India to trade in 

spices.  The company later became corrupt and was closed down by 1858 by the British Government.  

Many European countries had colonies in Africa.  African colonies were added to European empires.  

Colonisation created global diversity, products, languages, food, medicine and many other things 

were transferred across the globe.  Colonisation also had an impact on international relations, 

European empires often mistreated and exploited their colonies and this resulted in many protests 

across the colonies.  This can be seen in the American Revolution and the Indian mutinies.  We can 

still effects of empire today by the transference of languages, sport and foods. 
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