
Type of worship Characteristics

Liturgical
worship- A 
church service 
that follows a set 
structure

- Christian theists receive forgiveness through the actions of 

the priest and receive the body of Christ through Holy 

Communion.

- There is a worldwide set order where Bible readings follow 

the Christian calendar and involves teaching faith across 

the Old and New Testament and letters from St Paul.

Non-liturgical 
worship- does 
not follow set 
structure

• - Faith is expressed in a variety of ways and Christians can 

share personal interpretations of the Bible. 

• They do not need formal training to contribute. It has a 

huge emotional impact on followers.

Informal 

worship- a 

spontaneous type 

of Non-liturgical 

worship eg arrow 

prayer

• Quaker worship is mainly silent and people speak when 

they feel God’s spirit moving them. These come from the 

heart.

• Can be ‘charismatic’ (that is, ‘led by the Spirit’)and may 

involve dancing, clapping, calling out and speaking in 

tongues. They feel it is easier to experience God’s Holy 

Spirit this way.

Private worship-

when a believer 

praises/honours 

God on their own

• Allows individuals to spend time with God, either alone 

or with close friends or family. 

• It may involve set or informal prayer, meditation, studying 

a Bible passage, or using aids such as an icon, or a 

rosary. 

Why prayer is important for Christians:
- Set prayers like the Lord’s Prayer given 

by Jesus remind Christians that God is 
the Father of the whole community and 
not the individual. It guides their actions 
when it says “as we forgive those who 
sin against us.”

- Private prayer helps them cope in times 
of trouble/suffering. Prayer of 
intercession pray for others. It provides 
routine and reflection at the end of a 
busy day.

- The Lord’s Prayer (set prayers) bring 
unity to the community, purpose and 
hope when said during services to 
celebrate sacraments or tragic events.

• Through the sacraments, God blesses His people and reminds them that they 
are all one body of Christ.

• His 7 gifts of the Holy Spirit enters their souls, so sacraments help them to live 
the Christian life, and gives them salvation.

• Sacraments were directly instructed by Christ. He told His apostles to Make 
disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit...' (Matthew 27:19). 

Christian Practices Knowledge Organiser 
Big Ideas: 

God’s love of Humanity:      The Nature of God: 

The Big Narratives  



Pilgrimage to Lourdes and Iona
• Theists on pilgrimage come away experiencing healing and/or spiritual healing. 
• In Lourdes people who are very ill are able to come to terms with an illness or 

disability and feel peace knowing that God is with them through this. 
• Those who are not terminally ill will come back with a stronger faith and feeling closer 

to God or experience a miracle.
• In Iona they go to live in a specific way and reflect on important issues such as 

stewardship, justice, peace and the environment
• You meet Christians from different cultures and denominations. This deepens their 

faith and they gain new insights about their faith and the world
• As Iona is linked to Holy people of the past and involves reading the Gospel, it gives 

pilgrims inspiration and encouragement to live their lives by the Gospel.

Christianity- Key words to learn 

 Atonement- Literally ‘at-one-ment’, it refers to the reconciliation between God and humanity that was sealed by the death of Jesus. 

 Believers' baptism- Initiation into the Church, by immersion in water, of people old enough to understand the ceremony/rite and willing to 
live a Christian life. Some denominations prefer this to infant baptism. This baptism contains many similarities to the baptism of Jesus. 

 Catholic- The tradition within the Christian Church which is led by the Pope. 

 Christian Aid- A Christian charity that provides emergency and long-term aid to the developing world. 

 Christmas- The Feast Day commemorating the birth of Jesus (25 December in most Churches). 

 Church- The Holy People of God, also called the Body of Christ, among whom Christ is present and active. ALSO Members of a 
particular Christian denomination/tradition. ALSO A building in which Christians worship. 

 Easter- The religious season celebrating the Resurrection of Jesus from the dead. It starts on Easter Day and finishes with the Pentecost. 

 Eucharist- Literally 'thanksgiving'. Another name for Holy Communion and a service in which the death and resurrection of Jesus are 
celebrated, using bread and wine.  

 Evangelism- Preaching the gospel (the good news about God) to convert people to the Christian faith. 

 Food banks- This relates to Christian charities collecting donated food to distribute to the poor in Britain. 

 Holy Communion- Another name for the Eucharist in which the sacrificial death and resurrection of Jesus are celebrated using bread/wine 

 Incarnation- Literally 'in flesh', or 'enfleshed', the doctrine that God took the human form as Jesus 

 Infant baptism- Initiation of babies and young children into the Church, where promises are taken on their behalf by adults. The infant is 
freed from sin and introduced to the saving love of God and the support of the Christian community. 

 Informal prayer- spontaneous prayers spoken from the heart as opposed to the use of set prayers. 

 Informal worship- Worship which has no set structure It is usually spontaneous and sometimes charismatic in nature. 

 Iona- In Scotland founded by Columba in the 4th century. It is used by Christians today as a centre for pilgrimage and religious retreat. 

 Liturgical worship- A church service which follows a set structure or ritual. 

 Lourdes- A town in France, where the Virgin Mary appeared to Bernadette in a series of visions, and now a place of pilgrimage, where it 
is claimed that miraculous healings have taken place. 

 Lord's Prayer- The prayer taught to the disciples by Jesus; also known as the 'Our Father'. 

 Mission- Literally ‘sent out’. It refers to the duty of Christians to spread the gospel (the good news about Jesus). 

 Non-liturgical worship- A service which does not follow a set pattern. Sometimes spontaneous or charismatic in nature. 

 Persecution- Christians face punishment and even death for adherence to their faith. 

 Pilgrimage- A journey by a Christian to a holy site, eg Lourdes, Iona. Pilgrimage is itself an act of worship and devotion. 

 Prayer- Communicating with God through words of praise, thanksgiving or confession, or requests for his help or guidance.  

 Private worship- A believer giving God praise and worship on his or her own. 

 Protestant- The Churches that 'protested' against and broke away from the Catholic Church during the Reformation. Services are 
generally based more closely on the Bible than those of the Catholic and Orthodox Churches. 

 Reconciliation- The process of restoring harmony after relationships between people has broken down. ALSO A sacrament in the Roman 
Catholic and some Anglican Churches. 

 Resurrection- The event celebrated on Easter Day of Jesus rising from the dead, an event recorded in all four gospels and the central 
belief of Christianity. ALSO The form that many Christians believe the afterlife will take, referring to either physical or spiritual bodies. 

 Sacrament- The outward and visible sign of an invisible and spiritual grace.  

 Salvation- Saving the soul and deliverance from sin and admission to heaven brought about by Jesus. 

 Set prayers- These are prayers written throughout the centuries by Christian holy men and women, which many Christians use. The 
Lord’s Prayer is an example of a set prayer. 

 Sources of wisdom and authority- Christians believe that the Bible, religious leaders and statements of belief, eg the Apostles' Creed, 
should be respected as conveying deep religious truths. 

 Street pastors- A Christian organisation consisting of people who work mainly at night on city streets, caring for those who need help. 

 Worship- Offering to God the praise that he is due. This may be done in public or in private worship. 

The role of 
the Church

Christians have a responsibility, 
according to the Great Commission 
to tell others about their faith. 

worldwide relief and 
development charity 

The local Church 
helps with food 
banks and street 
pastors.
The Parable of the 
Sheep and the Goats 
shows Christians not 
to ignore the needy 
because Agape is 
part of Christian life.
Jesus said “love one 
another as I have 
loved you.”


