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Enlightenment  enlightenment  means to explain 

something clearly  giving a  reason 

for the explanation. A period that 

began in the 15th Century in France 

 

Age of Reason Another name for the 

Enlightenment 

 

Reason   To think about something and work 

it out 

 

Logical thinking  To base your ideas on facts and 

evidence 

 

Philosopher A person who studies ideas about 

knowledge, whether things are 

right or wrong 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIG IDEAS SPRING 1 

GENDER ROLES CHANGE 

GOVERNMENT RELIGION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our big ideas are consistent throughout this Spring 1 unit.  We focus on gender roles, 

government, change and religion.  We will study how the ideas of Enlightenment changed the way 

people thought about gender roles government, and religion. 

We  

The Age of Reason or The Enlightenment created a conflict between science and religion in the 15th century.  These 

ideas challenged what people believed to what they found out to be true.  The church believed God created the world 

and Science used reason and evidence to argue against this belief.  Enlightenment ideas changed the way people 

thought about religion 

Women were considered as inferior and the Age of Reason still used this idea.  However 

Enlightenment ideas did begin to change the way women began to view themselves this period could be 

seen to be the beginning of feminism.  Women began to promote ideas of equality, based on 

Enlightenment ideas in books.  Many women wrote novels to get their message across to other women.  

Mary Wollstonecraft was a British writer who wrote The Vindication of the Rights of Women and she 

was considered one of the first feminists and challenge typical gender roles. 

New inventions in science challenged and changed old ideas.  Copernicus found out the sun was the 

centre of the universe.  Galileo updated the telescope which meant Copernicus ideas could be proved. 

During the Age of Reason many new inventions were made.  The ideas of Enlightenment challenged the 

role of governments,  we see this in the French Revolution.  Philosophers argued that everyone had 

natural rights, this idea was also used to inspire the American Revolution.  The ideas and inventions 

during the Age of Reason saw many challenges and changes to world governments and previously held 

religious beliefs 
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