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The 1920s was a period of rapid change and economic 

prosperity in the USA. Life improved for the majority, but 

not all, of Americans. The impact of Republican Presidents 

during the 'Roaring Twenties'.  The USA was led by three 

Republican Presidents during the 1920s. They were Warren 

Harding (1921-1923), Calvin Coolidge (1923-1929) 

and Herbert Hoover (1929-1933). 

All three Presidents had quite similar policies. 

They officially followed a laissez-faire policy. 

They believed the government should interfere in the 

economy as little as possible so big businesses could expand 

without being held back by the government interference 

would upset the natural patterns in the economy. 

 

In the 1920’s the USA began to limit the number of immigrants entering the USA.  This 

was because the Americans feared immigrants would bring new cultures, religions and 

political ideas into the USA.  They particularly feared Communism, from Eastern Europe.  

This led to Laws being introduced to limit the number of immigrants from certain 

countries.  Immigration made America more diverse. 

Jazz introduced new culture.  Prohibition 

meant no alcohol in the USA.  The 18th 

Amendment was passed in 1920.  This led to 

the rise of the gangster.  Al Capone was a 

major player during this period. 

1920’s saw social and cultural changes in the 

lives of some women (middle classes).  They 

now had the right to vote.  Women took jobs in 

World War 1 and this changed the way people 

began to look at typical gender roles for 

women. 

The Wall Street Crash in 1929 

saw share prices fall and this 

would lead the US into the Great 

Depression of the 1930’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our big ideas are consistent throughout this Spring 2 unit.  We focus on International Relations, Diversity, Government, 

Gender Roles and change. We will study the unit of Opportunity and Equality in the USA 1920-73 to demonstrate these big 

ideas this term. 
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