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Keywords 

Industrial Revolution  To make great changes in the way 

products are manufactured 

Economy    How wealthy the country is 

Commerce  buying and selling products 

Factory   A place where products are made 

Population growth   Increase in number of people 

living in the country 

British Empire The lands Britain ruled overseas in 

the 18th and 19th centuries 

Manufacture To make something 

Factory building  where goods are 

manufactured 

Economy To do with money 

Trade Union Group formed to improve the 

rights of workers 

Tolpuddle Martyrs Group that tried to form the first 

trade union in early 19th century 

Lord Shaftsbury MP who campaigned for better 

working conditions in factories for 

women and children 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our big ideas are consistent throughout this Summer 1 unit.  We focus on PROTEST, CHANGE 

and INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. We will study the Industrial Revolution in England in the 

18th century to demonstrate understanding of the big ideas. 

The growth of the British Empire in the early 19th century meant 

Britain had many new resources.  This encouraged Britain to 

industrialise.  Britain’s Industrial Revolution began in the mid 18th 

century.  Britain had to change the way they manufactured goods.  

This led to many changes in machinery and the birth of the 

factory. The Industrial Revolution made Britain the first country 

to Industrialise.  This made Britain very rich and powerful. 

People moved from the country to the cities to work in the new 

factories.  New inventions made products faster and this 

increased production.  The New way of working led to poor 

working conditions for the people that worked in them.  Wages 

were very low and the workers did not have any rights in the 

workplace.  This led to many protests from the working classes. 

The early 19th century saw many protests from workers, The 

Tolpuddle Martyrs tried to form the first trade union to 

improve workers pay and condition.  A group called Chartists 

also led protests to improve the political life of the working 

classes.  Protestors were angry that machines were taking 

their jobs, Swing Riots and Luddites smashed up the new 

machines in protest. 

Lord Shafstbury campaigned for better working condition in 

factories for children and women.  The 1834 Factory Act made 

it illegal for children under 9 to work in factories.   
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