
in this term including a Neuro-
science presentation and visit 
to Kingõs College London. Stu-

dents have thoroughly enjoyed 
these opportunities. In March 
we will be hosting a whole-
school celebration of National 
Science Week with a ôHealthy 

Lifestylesõ focus. The week will 
include trips, visiting speak-
ers, a cross-curricular pro-
ject for Years 7  and 8 and a 
Community Health Fair. In the 

meantime, I wish one and all a 
happy and healthy half-term 
holiday and look forward to 
seeing students return re-

freshed and ready for more 
creativity after the break!  
  
Olivia Douse  
Assistant Headteacher and  

Head of Specialism    

Dear Parents  and Carers, 
I am delighted to present to 
you the third edition of the 

Specialism Newsletter. The 
St Markõs Academy Specialism 
in Science and Performing 

Arts (Art, Drama, Music, Dance 
and PE) continues to be a driv-
ing force in developing the 
talents of our young people 

and encouraging them to real-

ise their dreams. The Special-
ism has continued to work 

with departments across the 

school to develop creativity.  

    Students this term have 
been involved in an array of 
opportunities organised by the 
Specialism Subjects both in 
school and across the commu-

nity. These have included a 
Year 10 Drama trip to the Brit 
School of Performing Arts to 
see a play performed by stu-
dents as part of their Common 

Ground season. All of Year 9 
also had the opportunity to 
see a piece of live theatre on 
Road Safety performed by a 
visiting theatre group. The 

pieces heightened their 

awareness of the issues 
relating to driving under the 
influence of drugs and alco-

hol. This is an important 
time of year for Year 9 as 
they prepare to make their 
Option choices for BTEC and 
GCSEs. The Option blocks 

have been reviewed and re-
fined and students now have 
extended options to take the 
Performing Arts on to Year 
10. We are delighted that we 

will be launching the BTEC 
First in Performing Arts 
(Acting) and Performing 
Arts (Performance) as well 

as the BTEC First in Sports 
from September 2010. These 
are vocational courses 
which give students the 
skills, knowledge and under-

standing to make them em-
ployable in the Creative In-
dustries; currently the fast-
est growing industry in the 
UK.  

    The Science Department 
have offered a wide range of 
opportunities, trips and vis-
its for students to take part 

Upcoming Events  

THURSDAY 4th MARCH YEAR 

11 BTEC MUSIC GROUP ôST 

MARKõS GOT TALENT  

W/C 8th MARCH: ST MARKõS 

STUDENTS SUPPORTING ST 

ANNõS SCHOOL MUSIC WEEK  

FRIDAY 12th MARCH: ROYAL 

ACADEMY OF ART LIFE DRAW-

ING CLASS   

FRIDAY 12th MARCH:  

YEAR 7 ROAD SAFETY THEATRE 

PERFORMANCE  

W/C 15TH MARCH  

NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK  

THURSDAY 18th MARCH  

COMMUNITY HEALTH FAIR  

WEDNESDAY 24th MARCH  

LAUNCH OF ST MARKõS ACAD-

EMY COMMUNITY CHOIR AT 

ACACIA INTERGENERATIONAL 

CENTRE  

THURSDAY 25th MARCH  

DRAMA PRODUCTION  

FRIDAY 26th MARCH  

DANCE AND DRAMA STU-

DENTS AT BRIT SCHOOL TO 

SEE ôOKLAHOMAõ  

A message from the Assistant Headteacher and Head of Specialism 
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Science 
Biology AS and A-Level Day 

  

Twelve pupils from the AS and A- Level Biology course attended the Natural History 
Museum on the 2 February 2010.  The day aimed to inspire students about working 

in Science and it provided real examples of Biology in use. Students met two Mu-
seum Scientists and learned a lot about the work they carry out at the Natural His-

tory Museum, students got a better understanding of the graduate and post gradu-

ates studies they can achieve in order  have careers as Scientists. Later that day, 
students participated in a taxonomy workshop and witnessed the scale of the col-

lections on tour of the zoology research and storage facility in the Darwin Cen-
tre.  The highlight of the trip for most students was the specimens that Charles 

Darwin used in his research for Evolution. 
 

 Mrs Radhi Naidoo (Science Department)  

  

IMAGEN Neuroscience Presentation 
 

On Thursday 4th February, the IMAGEN research 
team Kingõs College visited our school offering 

students the chance to learn about brain function 
and the development of behavioural research. 

The presenter stated facts, different parts and 

the importance of the brain. This gave an insight 
into a different field of science, a presentation 

which provided the students with exposure to 
careers in biological and human sciences. IMA-

GEN also gave an opportunity for ages 13 and 14 

to take part in their research project.  

 

By Avni Shah and Jessie Ghansah Year 10  

Arts Mentoring 
The Arts mentoring programmes are up and running. The Dance programme has a wonderfully vibrant group of Year 8 girls, who have al-

ready shown a fantastic creative flair within their sessions. They will be working towards various projects with their new teacher, Faye Ret-

tie. The skills they learn and develop within the sessions will be helping support their learning within other areas of the school. 

The Drama mentoring programme is going from strength the strength. The first group of students have been supporting and guiding each 

other as they share their own experiences of bereavement. It has been a heart warming and thought provoking journey that will be continuing 
into next term. 

Music mentoring will be starting after half term with Miss Carini delivering one-to-one support for some of our boys across different year 

groups who show they have a special talent for Music but find it hard to transfer all those skills to other areas.  

Worshipful Company of Barbers Medical Activity Day  

On Tuesday 2nd February, ten students across years 8-11 attended the Worshipful Company of Barbers Medical Activity Day at Guyõs Hospi-

tal in London. The event was aimed at encouraging students who already have an active interest in Medicine and exposing them to some of 

the clinical techniques they would experience as part of a medical degree. 

The day was structured around the effects of Diabetes (to tie in with the GCSE Science curriculum). It allowed the students to diagnose 

patients based on fake urine samples, as well as covering how to draw blood (also fake!) for analysis and basic CPR techniques. 

Throughout the event our students were able to interact with ambassadors from the Extended Medical Degree Programme, allowing them 

to gain a valuable insight into the life of a medical student and providing them with a realistic view of the expectations that will be placed 

on them should they apply for a medical degree. 
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MUSIC  

Young Singing Leaders 
This term,  the Music Department has launched an exciting new project involving 25 pupils in 

years 7 to 10. The pupils have been taking part in singing workshops with professional leaders 

to train them to become ôYoung singing leadersõ. They have developed their singing, confi-

dence, team work and leadership skills and are now ready to teach songs and music games to 

primary school children from five local schools.  

Next term they will continue to take part in workshops and will teach the primary children 

songs to sing, culminating in a big performance in the summer, which promises to be         

spectacular! 

St Markõs Academy Community Choir 

We need your voice! 

St Markõs Academy is pleased to announce that we will be launching the St Markõs Academy Community 

Choir after half term. 
The Choir will run on Wednesday evenings from 6.30-7.30pm at the new Acacia Intergenerational Centre and 

will sing a wide variety of õInspirationalõ music including Gospel and other styles.   
The Choir is open to all parents, children and members of the local community of all ages and abilities and 

promises to be a fantastic way to have fun, meet others, develop your singing skills and perform in concerts. 
If you are interested, please come along to our taster session on Wednesday 24th March at 6.30pm at the 

Acacia Intergenerational Centre on Grove Way. 
Places are limited to 40 people so get in there quick to avoid disappointment. 
If you would like more information you can email the organiser Lucia Carini on 

lcarini@stmarksacademy.org.uk or ring the school on 0208 648 6627 

St Mark's Academy 6th Form final Performance  
  

HeadphoneFX, the 6th form ensemble, brought the house down with 

their final performance this half term. On Friday January 22nd the 

band performed at the Hub, Tooting and Mitcham. They performed 

ten of their own compositions, showcasing the performance and 
composition abilities they have developed through their Btec Course.  

     The concert began with dance and rap performances from 6th 

form students, before HeadphoneFX took to the stage to showcase 
what they call 'positive rap' - rap music with a positive message, 

inspired by the 'Heroes Journey' work students have done at school.  

      The event was part of a Btec Music project that challenged the 

6th form students to use their business and enterprise skills to 
organise their own concert. The concert was both a creative and 

enterprise success allowing our students to use all the real world, 

work-related skills they have developed over the two year Btec Na-

tional Diploma course.  

      HeadphoneFX have more performances arranged outside of 
school, and you can find information about those at 

www.myspace.com/headphonefx 

St Mark's Got Talent 
 

Think St Mark's doesn't have talent? Year 11 music students 

are determined to prove you wrong! They've been hard at 
work auditioning acts for a talent contest. The finals will be 

held in a concert on Thursday 4th March - a letter will be 

sent out shortly with further information. 

  

There will be two prizes available in the competition. The 

first is with the group 'Blastbeat' who are organising simi-

lar contests all over the country. Regional heats will be 
held, and a final in the O2 Arena in July where a Blastbeat 

national winner will be awarded a recording contract.  

  
The second prize up for grabs in St Mark's Got Talent is a 

place in the Mayor of Merton's 'Merton's Got Youth Talent' 

competition, the final concert of which will be held later in 

the year.  

mailto:lcarini@stmarksacademy.org.uk
https://webmail.stmarksacademy.org.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=0399a6f1118b488a8c80f2d66ae72fc4&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.myspace.com%2fheadphonefx


Our Year 13 Art Students are 

approaching the final furlong in 

the race toward the finish line 

of their BTEC National Diploma 

studies! They are currently 

organising their portfolios and 

completing assignments in 

readiness for their Final Major 

Project which will require them 

to really think like working Art-

ists and Designers. Already 

Rebecca Graham has an offer 
from St. Martinõs School of Art 

for her Graphics/Illustration 
work, Darren Fitzgerald (who 

has been employed by us as 

partðtime Art Technician for 

this year) has interviews at 

both Wimbledon and Kingston 

Art Colleges for Fine Art, and 

Ameer Hussain has an inter-

view at Westminster College 

for Architecture. We wish them 

the very best of luck. Addition-

ally, Jacey Lawday, one of our 

top students (3 distinctions) 

last year has returned to 

school as Artist in Residence 

and she is currently preparing 
for her interview at Chelsea 

School of Art (assisted by Syl-
via Bullock, see below). So 

busy, busy, busy! 

 
Our Year 12 students are 

working well on their BTEC 
Level 2 course which runs 

alongside our Year 10 BTEC 

Level 2 course. They are cur-

rently developing and complet-
ing their ôIcons and Idolsõ pro-

ject. There are some really 

impressive realistic black and 

white chalk pastel portraits 

being made of people like 

Marylin Monroe, Will Smith and 

David Gilmour. Our Theme was 

ôPerforming Artsõ to reflect an 
aspect of the school specialism. 

 
We are looking forward to our 

visit from the Royal Academy of 

Arts ôLife Drawingõ Artist for a 
third year (previously we have 

had well known Fine Artists, 
Paul Brandford and Jeanette 

Barnes), and through Sylvia 

Bullock we have renewed links 

with Wimbledon, Camberwell 

and Chelsea Art Schools. Sylvia 

runs a new scheme to enable 

working class pupils with no 

history of anyone in their family 

having attended university or 

college to get into higher edu-

cation places at London Univer-

sity of Arts.  
 

We will be running more educa-

tional visits over the summer 

term. As we have discovered 

before, being in London is a 

brilliant advantage for St. 

Markõs Artists, and visiting the 

galleries and museums is a 
really good way to get ideas. Mr. 

Irvin is currently organising 

another trip to the Tate Modern 
for our Gifted and Talented Art-

ists 

 

Year 11 students will begin the 8 
week long GCSE Preparatory 

Supporting Studies work in the 

next few weeks as they plan 
towards their Final GCSE Exami-

nation. We are confident we will 

see students achieve a repeat 

of our successes over the last 
four years. 
 

Our Key Stage 3 pupils are 

working on various projects to 

develop their knowledge and 

understanding, and to show off 

their creativity and imagination.  
 

Year 9 pupils are considering 

their options for next year. I 

hope to see the continued rise 
in numbers we saw this year 

taking the new BTEC Level 2 
qualifications, which allow us to 

train students in a wider range 
of Art and Design skills, and will 

prepare them better for pro-

gression to further and higher 

education and employment op-

portunities.  

 
 

Art and Design  
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