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Shakespeare visits St Marks

In February, Year 9 enjoyed a
Shakespeare extravaganza with
the Shakespeare Works Theatre
Company who delighted our pupils
with an exciting interactive
production of key set scenes of
Romeo and Juliet. Students not
only watched the production but in
a series of 6 h a n d workshop8
rehearsed their own version of the
scenes and performed for each
other.

The students had a fabulous time
and were praised, by the
professionals, for their spontaneity,
Creativity and natural ability.

We definitely have some budding
Thespians in our midst.

Year 11 Aiming High

We have now put a programme of
activities and support in place to
enable as many of our Year 11
students as possible to fulfil their
potential and to achieve the grades
they need to get them on to the
next stage of their

education.

Some of these initiatives are as
follows :

One to one tuition in
Maths and English

Smaller group sizes and
extra staff in Maths and
English

A wide variety of extra
and support sessions being
run before and after school
in all subjects

A February half term
catch up” ,
revision programme in a
wide range of subjects
(please see attached)

An Easter holiday
revision programme
Regular updating of
predicted grades by all
teaching staff
ALAN (Adult Literacy
And Numeracy) testing
which will enable many of
our students to gain the
equivalent of one more
GCSE
One to one and small
group mentoring
Assemblies and tutor
periods addressing key
issues such as study
skills, personal
organisation,
motivation and time
management
We are sure that you will be doing
all that you can to support your
son/daughter in this crucial final
run in to GCSE and that you will
be strongly encouraging them to
advantage of all that is on offer at
St Marks.
At this stage they should be doing
about 3 hours of study per day in
addition to their lessons, with
more time dedicated to study at
weekends. We hope to see really
good numbers over the February
half term.

Please contact myself or

Mr Sharpe if you need any more
information about what is going on
in Year 11.

D Haran
Associate Deputy Principal

6TH FORM P.E

During this half term, 6" form
students taking their Sports
Leaders Award have been
vwsourpkpionrgt wahtd St
new School Sport Co-ordinator,
Michael Gray, delivering an Indoor
Athletics program to Year 2

students throughout our cluster of
primary schools. The students
have been involved in designing
and implementing activities for
these groups, enabling these
young people to have a
competitive experience against
students from other schools.

Activities included speed races,
agility races & balance races.
These experiences have shown
the students of St Marks Academy
in a positive light in the local
community and the students
will continue to work with Mr Gray
in the next half term to deliver
more activities to Primary School
students of different ages.

British Cycling Association

Coaching

During the last half term St. Marks
pupils have been given the
opportunity to try out Mountain
biking in Lonesome field with a
professional coach from
the British Cycling Association.
Pupils have learnt about safety
regulations of bike riding in
competition, which were then put
to the test in a number of
challenging races with bumps and
hills in their path.

This is hopefully only the start of
cycling here at St Marks, as there
is a plan to build a fully
operational cycling centre with
BMX tracks and other cycling
activities on offer.

However, there is a need
for community support on this
matter, with parents and carers
needing to show an interest.
There will be Saturday clubs in the
near future which your sons and
daughtersscan atepdjte gl them
started in cycling.

If you do have any queries please
do not hesitate to contact the
school for more details.



Year 10 student leads Dance
class

Congratulations to Puja
Ramnarain, Year 10 who has
been leading a Bollywood Dance
class for the past five weeks with
a group of very enthusiastic Year
7 students. Puja has been sharing
her passion for Bollywood dance
and teaching some very
complicated moves. This forms
part of her Arts leadership for her
Silver Arts Award, in which she
has to teach her skills to other
people. Puja should be very proud
of what she has achieved, she is a
natural leader and her passion for
dance really comes across. Well
done to Puja and the group of
Year 7s who have taken part!

Arts Award Trip to ‘The Snow
Queen’

We started off the beginning of
term with an exciting trip for Year
10 and Year 12 Arts Award

students to see The Snow Queen
at Wimbledon Theatre Studio. The
play was a devised piece based
on the book by Hans Christian
Anderson. After the performance,
students were given opportunities
to interview the actors and

actresses who had performed in
the play. This forms part of their
Silver and Gold Arts Award

programme in which they have to
review live arts events and inter-
view arts practitioners. Here are
some of the

nlt was
it shows what can be done with
l'ive theatrebo

A real ly
the actors and where they have
come from. They were so
passionate about

creat i v espathd

Samba Band — Workshops with

St Ann’s and Cricket Green

Schools

A fabulous new project has been
taking place this term in preparation
for a grand performance at the
Royal Albert Hall on Monday 30™
March. Our school Samba Band
have been
and Cricket Green special schools
on creating a pi
S u n s h + @ edllaborative piece
involving colour, lighting and music.
This is all in preparation for the
performance at Merton Music
Founda Music is forsLife
concert at the end of term. The St
Mar k*"s students
up with groups of students from
each of the schools and worked
with the students to share their
skills. Their maturity and dedication
have been fantastic and they have
really done the Music department
and St Mar k “ s
Well done.

Year 8 Dance Academic
Mentoring

This term we have launched a new
project involving 8 girls in Year 8.
The programme is designed to help
them improve their learning and
success at school through
developing skills through Dance.
The girls have been an absolute joy
to work with and have taken part
with enthusiasm and creativity.
They have been developing their
self-esteem, cultural awareness,
emotional intelligence, respect,
tolerance of others, trust and
teamwork through taking part in

dance activities. Below are some of
the comments from the girls on the fis

work they have been doing —

| really, really love this lesson. It
was the best, we need to carry this
on.

s t u-d Excdlent" lessomw, hfad frae sand |

really enjoy it, there is great team
inspiring

It has helped me learn how | need
to improve in other lessons and

e nj oy ehdw tgteke pairt mgre, beocon tkme

and be positive!

ThB rgalsn @ré . now preparing a
performance for the Step into

wor kin

Dance Borough Event at Ricards
Lodge High School on Tuesday
31 March in which they will be
performing a fusion of dance from
other cultures with their own
devised work.

Brit School Drama Performance

On Wednesday 11" February 60
students tfrom Year 9Awent“ts
watch students from the Brit

8ahawl in@ pdrférreadce of Sa mb a

Romeo and Juliet. Here are one
student "

| really enjoyed the day. It was in
a modern style with a cast of
around 10 actors. It was a

Hdeamatic bne esad st@ya rileey

represented the Capulet and
Montague families with two
different colours of staging. The
language was quite hard to
understand but the actions of the
actors made it easier to

A undedsiamd.y The stage wvas. quite

small and it was better because
you could see the actors properly.
They used sad music to make the
scene sad and they used different
colours of lights to make different
effects. They represented the
different characters using different
costumes. Overall | enjoyed the
day.

- Veenesh Mooneyan 9PPE |

Photos from the Christmas

Concert 2008
Please see below a selection of
photos from the Christmas

Concert 2008. Well done to all of
t he

students who

S comment s

on

t ook



Dates for you diary
9

Thursday 26™ February Year
Parents Evening

16th March Theatre
Production Week

Thursday 19" March ~ Year 10
Parents Evening

Monday 23 Marchto ~ Year 10
Work Experience
Friday 3™ April

Thursday 26" March ~ Year 7
Parents Evening

Monday 30th March Samba
Performance at Royal Albert Hall

Friday 3 April School closes
12.10pm for Easter Holidays

Monday 6" April to Friday 17"
April Easter Holiday

Monday 20" April School closed.
Staff INSET

Tuesday 21° April School open
for all students 8.30am



