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Dear Parent/ Guardian. 
 
Welcome to the second edition 

of ‘St Marks News’. 
 
This has been a busy term at St 
Marks with a number of changes 
and a renewed emphasis on  
raising attainment to support our 
students to reach their potential. 
Throughout the term we have 
taken time to seek the views of 
our students  through the new 
Year Councils and Academy 
Council and our parents through 
our parent coffee mornings,  
information evenings and parents 
consultation evenings. All these 
activities have been extremely 
valuable and have given us the 
opportunity to take stock, review 
our practices and implement 
changes that we believe will  
continue to have an impact on 
students at St Marks. 
 
Students have been challenged to 
achieve, with new targets set for 
every child in each subject. All 
year groups have been involved in 
formal assessments to give us 
baseline data from which we can 
monitor progress. 
 
We have sought to involve  
parents in student learning 
through our GCSE information 
evenings for years 10 and 11, an 
Internet safety evening for parents 
in years 7,8 and 9, and a sixth 
form open evening. 
 
 
During the term we have taken the 
opportunity to celebrate student 
success through our half termly 
achievement assemblies and by 
nominating 9 students to receive a 
special award from Merton. These 
students and their parents were 

invited to a special awards 
ceremony where they Received 
their certificates and prizes  
presented by the Mayor of Merton. 
Other notable successes this term 
are included in articles throughout 
this news letter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Consequently we are approaching 
this Christmas season with a huge 
amount of gratitude for all the hard 
work of staff and students and for 
the continued support of our  
parents, Governors and Sponsors 
 
As you can see from all the  
activities mentioned in this edition 
of St Marks News  this has been an 
extremely busy term. We am sure it 
has been the same for all our  
parents. With the Christmas season 
upon us it looks like there will be no 
let up, with the hustle and bustle of 
buying presents for friends and 
family. It is against this background 
that we would like to encourage 
everyone to set aside a moment 
out of our busy lives, to stop and 
reflect on the real reason for this 
season, Jesus, God’s gift to us. He 
came to bring rest for the weary, 
peace to the troubled mind, a 
source of joy in sorrow; a gift freely 
given to all. May God bless you and 
your family this Christmas and give 
you a prosperous new year. 
 
Yours sincerely 
E. Holland. Associate head 
P. Evans.  Executive Principal 

 
 
Parents’ Coffee morning. 
 
 
Many thanks to all parents who 
attended the Coffee morning this 
half term. Our focus for discussion 
this time was ‘bullying’. We looked 
at some resources that we are 
going to display in the Academy 
and talked about the introduction 
of an Internet based system for 
reporting incidents of bullying. 
 
The ‘Sharp’ system is an internet 
reporting site that has been  
developed by Police forces 
around the county. It will mean 
that St Marks’ students will have a 
tailor made web site, offering  
advice and support with links to 
video clips and information  
regarding reporting and  
overcoming incidents of bullying. 
Students will also be able to report 
an incident of bullying in complete 
confidence. This report will be 
accessed by our own resident 
police officer and a senior  
member of staff in the Academy. 
No other student or member of 
staff would have access to the 
report so that students can feel 
safe in reporting an issue and in 
asking for help. The Academy 
would then deal with any serious 
incidents by informing parents and 
by working with the child. We will 
place some information regarding 
the ‘Sharp’ system on our school 
website prior to any launch so that 
parents can see the site and how 
it will work. Information will be 
placed on the school website at 
the end of January 2009. 
 
 
 
 



Our year 7 students have also 
been doing some work on bullying 
and included below are two  
poems from year 7 students who 
chose to write about bullying in 
our poetry competition. 
 
 
 
Stop the bullying please 
 
Stop the bullying please 
Stop taking peoples money, toys & keys 
Stop the hitting and please donõt tease 
 
Stop the bullying please 
Cause have you seen what children do to them-
selves 
It destroys their happiness & health 
Although they may be more clever or have more 
wealth 
It does not mean you should hurt them and make 
their hearts melt 
 
Stop the bullying please 
It hurts people when you tease 
People get sad 
They start to behave bad 
They cry and also lie 
Some people even want to die 
So stop bullying 
 
 
By Victoria Oso 7 MCA 
 
 
 
Bullying Poem 
 
Sally had a big secret 
And she hadnõt told her mum 
That poor Sally was being bullied 
The children at school called her dumb 
 
Sally hated her school 
She never wanted to go 
Because she knew it would happen 
But she never let is show 
 
They called her names and pushed and shoved 
They would take her lunch money 
They would tease her mum and sister too 
When she went home her Mum would ask 
ôWhatõs wrong Honey?õ 
 
But then it was too bad to handle  
So Sally told her mum 

The bullying started to stop a bit 
Sally was glad she told someone 
 
She became friends with the bullies 
And they would play and natter  
Sally loved going to school now 
Because bullying was no longer a matter! 
 
By Kasey Robinson 7 TBO 
 
 
Safe use of the internet and  
mobile phones 
 
Some interesting facts about the 
internet and mobile phones: 
 
The first mobile phone network was 

in Japan in 1979 
The idea of the internet was first put 

forward in 1991 
The first text message was sent in 

the UK in 1992 
 
The older ones amongst us may still 
think of the internet and  
mobile phones as new fangled  
technology.  However, for our sons 
and daughters they are been around 
for their whole lives and are as much 
a part of everyday life as the TV, 
radio and video. 
 
The internet and mobile phones 
bring great benefits, and the  
internet in particular can help to  
support teaching and learning.  
There are, however, some  
negative aspects to the internet 
which you need to be aware of as a 
parent.  We can call these the 3 C’s: 
 
Commercial Risks such as sites 
aimed at children that are really  
trying to advertise toys, games or 
even gambling and pornography. 
 
Content which is inaccurate or  
promoting a particular point of view 
as fact.  Remember that no one is 
checking or editing the internet. 
 
Contact risks which can include 
cyberbullying.  Remember that you 
never really know who you are 
 talking to on the internet. 
 
 
Cyberbullying  
 
Cyberbullying is bullying that is  

carried out using technology and 
can be defined as the use of IT, 
particularly mobile phones and 
IT, to deliberately upset  
someone else.  Cyberbullying 
can be particularly distressing as 
it can happen at anytime that the 
victim is using the internet or 
their mobile phone, meaning that 
there can be no escape from the 
torment.  Sometimes  
cyberbullying can be  
unintentional, for example, a  
picture, email or text message 
being forwarded to the wrong  
person, and we should all be 
aware  that once we have sent a 
message we no longer have  
control over it. 
 
What to do if your son or  
daughter is a victim of  
cyberbullying 
 
Be careful about denying  
access to the internet or  
mobile phone as this may 
cause resentment and will not 
solve the problem 
Understand the technology of 
what is happening, for  
example, how social  
networking sites like  
Facebook or Bebo work if 
these are being used. Discuss 
cyberbullying with your  
children and encourage them 
to do the following: always  
respect other treat your  
passwords with care and do 
not reveal them to others 
block or delete contacts and 
save messages and  
conversations as  
evidencedo not reply or 
 Retaliate make sure that you 
tell someone report the  
cyberbullying to the school, 
local police or service provider 
 
The childnet website at 
www.childnet.com somewhere 
you can find out more about 
these issues.  This website has a 
section called Know It All, which 
is particularly useful.  The  
academy will also be running 
information evenings about the 
safe use of the internet for  
parents during the Spring Term. 
 
 

http://www.childnet.com/


 
MFL trip to the Europa centre 
 
This has been one of the busiest 
terms yet for MFL. The highlight 
for many was a visit by a group 
of Year 9 and 11 students to the 
Europa Centre in Havering.  
Everyone was a bit daunted at 
the thought. A French village in 
East London? Will we really have 
to speak French all the time? As 
it turned out there wasn’t a dull  
moment. To start with the  
students were split into small 
groups and taught some useful 
phrases they needed to know. 
All the students were then given 
a challenging sets of tasks to  
complete in the village and soon 
everyone was racing around to 
be the first finished.  
Tickets were bought for an  
imaginary journey at the train  
station, food and provisions in 
the local shops, money ex-
changed at the bank, and don’t 
forget to say ‘merci’!! Those who 
were quick were rewarded with 
fresh French croissants. What 
more could one want!  At the end 
there was a surprise: a game of 
‘Find the missing person’ which 
meant more speaking in 
French…..On the way back on 
the train everyone was in high 
spirits. It wasn’t that bad after all! 
 
 
Year 7s have also had some-
thing to talk about. Last week 
they were all treated to a French 
puppet show for a whole hour! 
The ‘Three Little Pigs’ was an 
amazing event and you couldn’t 
fail to learn and pick up new 
phrases as the story developed. 
One pupil asked me:  How many 
people are doing the show’ and 
the answer was ‘only one’. 
Stephen Novy’, our puppet man, 
brought the language to life in a 
way which is often difficult in  
normal classrooms. Afterwards 
each Year 7 class had work-
shops where volunteers had a 
chance to speak to the ‘wolf’ in 
person. It was fantastic to see so 
many pupils simply ’having a go’ 
in French. Bravo  

 
Skills London 
 
One hundred year eleven  
students attended a careers  
convention at the Excel centre in 
 Docklands on Friday 21st  
November. 
 
This event successfully brought 
 together young people with  
employers, training organisations 
and educational institutions.   
Students were able to get expertly 
targeted advice and guidance and 
the real opportunity to try out new 
skills and find out about jobs they 
might never have considered. 
This was a very enjoyable,  
informative day with a great deal of 
positive feedback from the  
students. 

 
·  Banuja Kanesamoorthy:  It was 
good, lots of different  types of 
courses, jobs, universities and  
Colleges, it was great! 
 
·  Emma Hurley:  It was a great 
day very informative. 
 
·  Amy Connor:  It was great, I got 
loads of goodies. 
 
·  Laetitia Gayle:  It was an  
enjoyable day.  It was very useful 
and informative about many  
different careers and colleges. 
 
·  Stephanie Adusei:  The day 
showed the wide varieties of 
courses that suited us and some 
useful information on how to get the 
best careers.  It  was really good. 
 
·  Oliver Patching:  Good! 
 
·Farhan Iqbal:  I found the trip very 
useful it has definitely Influenced 
my future choices. 
 
·Melissa Nicholson & Mikayla 
Gregory:  A very useful day as it 
showed us a variety of different 
courses that could be taken. 
 
·  Bertha Jonazi:  It was  
informative and gave a different 
view of other career options which 
was refreshing. 

 
·  David Gama:  I gathered useful 
and important information in  
accordance t a future career. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Expressive Arts Department  
Christmas Concert  
 
This term has been an exciting 
term in the Expressive Arts  
department. We ended the term 
with a fantastic Christmas  
Concert on Thursday 11th  
December. The evening was a 
huge success and very well  
received by the audience!  
Performances included an  
outstanding debut by the Year 12 
BTEC Band, Drama groups  
performing devised pieces based 
on the rush of Christmas and the 
Holocaust, the Year 9 Step into 
Dance group with their street/
modern dance fusion to Disturbia, 
several memorable Year 11 Music 
performances, the Choir singing 
two Christmas numbers and the 
House Band and their fantastic  
rendition of Marvin Gaye’s I heard it 
through the Grapevine. The sounds 
of Samba drumming opened the 
show with dramatic effect, ably led 
by Gael Benjamin in his first  
experience of leading and  
directing the band.  
Congratulations to all of the  
students who took part and huge 
thanks go to all of the staff whose 
support enabled the show to run so 
smoothly. 
 
Carol Singing at St Mark’s Family 
Centre 
On Friday 12th December, we took 
the Choir to perform at the St 
Mark’s Family Centre in Mitcham 
for the pensioners. What a fantastic 
event full of Christmas and  
community spirit. The choir did us 
proud and were on their best  
behaviour at all times. Well done. 
 



Arts Award 
 
Congratulations to Michael  
Jefferys, Year 12, who  
successfully passed his Silver Arts 
Award on Friday 5th December. To 
achieve his award, Michael has 
been working at his arts  
leadership skills, training and 
leading the Samba Band, teaching 
clarinet lessons to Lara Harriette 
in Year 7 and researching his own 
career paths into the Arts by  
interviewing arts practitioners. 
 
15 further Year 10 students are 
now working towards gaining their 
Silver Arts Award. 
 
Spring Term Projects 
 
Samba Band performance at 
Royal Albert Hal 
 
In March 2009, the Samba Band 
will once again be performing at 
the Royal Albert Hall alongside 
students from Cricket Green and 
St Ann’s special schools. This is 
going to be a fantastic project, 
both rewarding and inspiring for all 
of the students taking part. The 
Samba Band will be attending 
weekly rehearsals at St Ann’s and 
Cricket Green, working with the 
students to teach them  
everything they know about 
Samba throughout the Spring 
Term. This will then culminate in a 
performance on 30th March at the 
Merton Music Foundation’s Music 
is for Life concert which will also 
include performances from the 
Merton Youth Jazz Orchestra, 
Merton Youth Singers and 
Massed Choir of over 1000  
primary school students. Details of 
how to purchase tickets for the 
Royal Albert Hall performance will 
follow. 
 
Spring Musical  
 
Blood Brothers  
Preparations are already  
underway and auditions are being 
held for St Mark’s first ever  
musical! The Drama and Music  
departments will beputting on 
Blood Brothers at the end of the 
Spring term. Already 45  
students have signed up to  

audition so it promises to be a great 
show! Watch this space! 
 
BTEC Year 13 Final Gig 
 
The Year 13 BTEC Music group 
are busily preparing for their first  
independent live gig completely  
organised by themselves from  
merchandise to advertising,  
tickets to performance. The event 
will be held one Saturday (t.b.c) in 
February at the Watershed in  
Wimbledon.  
Congratulations to the band who  
successfully made a bid to the 
Youth Opportunities Fund at  
Merton Council to enable under-18 
events such as these to be able to 
go ahead. 
 
Arts Award Showcase Event 
 
There will be an Arts Award  
showcase event on Wednesday 
18th February for the Arts Award 
group to share their challenges and 
arts skills. Invite letters will be sent 
out nearer the time. 
 
 
Leisure and Tourism visit 
 
The GCSE Leisure and Tourism 
students attended their first visit for 
their vocational course. The group 
visited Guildford Spectrum Centre 
and spent the day looking at how 
the centre advertises to customers. 
Students are now using the  
information to write the first part of 
their marketing coursework. 
 
 
 
Merton’s Dragons Den 
 
 
A group of St Mark’s students were 
selected to be involved in Merton’s 
‘Dragons Den’.  The students were 
put into groups and asked to come 
up with a business plan.  St Mark’s 
had two groups of four students.  
The groups were ‘Young Child 
Care’ and ‘Kiddie Cook’. 
 
The Young Child Care group’s plan 
was to open up a young Children’s 
Club for children aged 4-12 years 
old.  Kiddie Cook’s plan was to  
create a cook book for young 

 children.  Each group were given 
6 weeks to come up with a  
business plan and at the end of 
the 6 weeks they had to present 
their plan to a group of people 
who would potentially invest in 
their business. 
 
Alongside St Mark’s other schools 
took part, including Harris  
Academy and Bishopsford.  Each 
school had two groups and also 
presented their business ideas to 
the ‘Dragons’.  After each group 
had presented their ideas the 
‘Dragons’ went to deliberate! 
 
Eventually the ‘Dragons’ made 
their decision and chose two 
groups out of the original six.  We 
were delighted to be told that one 
of the St Mark’s ideas, Young 
Child Care, was successful.   
Harris Academy were also chosen 
with there idea ‘Sticky Fingers’. 
 
A few days after the competition 
the lucky winners were given the 
chance to meet Levi Roots the 
creator of Reggae, Reggae sauce.  
Levi was a successful  
entrepreneur on Dragons Den in 
2006 and now his famous sauce 
is sold in leading Supermarkets.  
Levi gave us advice on how to 
start up a business; he also  
presented us with a cheque for 
£500 to start up our Young Child 
Care project.   
 
The Young Child Care  
entrepreneurs were: 
Nana Adomah, Julie Doan,  
Beatrice Lawrence Mittawa &  
Bianca  
 
 
Girls club 
 
This half term the Girls’ Club 
whose motto is ‘Enriching Lives’ 
decided to organise a sponsored 
event.  Here Sylvia and Luul will 
tell you more about it. 
Sylvia: ‘We wanted to raise money 
for the elderly in our community. 
We wanted to  make them feel 
that someone cares about them. 
We decided that our event would  
be trying to shoot goals past P.C. 
Guy  (Our community police-
man).  Then we all found  



sponsors.’ 
Luul: ‘We practised our football and 
asked the Girls’ Netball team to join 
us. We didn’t tell them that every 
time PC Guy saved a goal we were 
raising money. They tried really 
hard to score. In the end he saved 
68 goals out of  73 and helped us 
raise £50.00!  We want to thank 
everyone who helped us. The 
money will be used to buy luxury 
items for the school Christmas 
Hamper donations.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Uniform 
 
A reminder to all parents.  
 
All St Marks’ students are expected 
to wear full school uniform at all 
times. The following points should 
help parents to ensure that their 
child is appropriately dressed for 
school. 

No student should be wearing 

any item of summer uniform.  
Summer uniform can only be worn 
in the summer term. 

Out door coats can not be worn 

in the Academy. All out door coats 
should be plain black. 

Hoodies, zip up sweatshirts are 

not accepted in the Academy and 
will be confiscated if worn. 

Shoes must be black and  

formal, no canvas shoes,  
trainers, open toes or boots are 
permitted. 

Socks should be plain white, 

grey or black only. 

Jewellery. Only one pair of 

small plain studs can be worn. No 
other item of jewellery is 

 permitted.  

Face Piercing. This is not  
permitted in the Academy.  

Students with face piercings are 
required to remove the piercing 
whilst on site. 
 
PE Kit. 

All students are expected to 

bring their kit to lessons. Failure to 
do so will result in a detention. 
 

 
 
Wanted Parent Volunteers ! 
 
Can you spare 20 minutes a week,  
even better 20 minutes a day. We 
want to start a reading club for 
some of our younger students who 
are struggling to access their  
lessons because their reading skills 
need boosting. Would you be  
prepared to listen to a student read 
for 20 minutes a day from  8.30 -
8.50 am. If you think you could  
support our students in this way 
please contact Ms T.Bottriel Wyse, 
Special Needs Co-ordinator, by 
 telephone or e mail tbottriel-
wyse@stmarksacademy.org.uk  
and she will arrange to meet with 
you to explain the process and to 
set up training before we launch 
our club. Your 20 minutes could 
really make a difference to a St 
Marks student. 
 
 
Lunch Time Supervisor 
 Vacancies 
 
The Academy currently has  
vacancies for lunchtime  
supervisors. The lunch time  
supervisor post is for 1 hour per 
day, term time only. This is a paid 
position. Any parent wishing to  
apply for this post should  
contact Mrs C. Low PA, to the 
Head Teacher after 5/1/09.  
Closing date for  
applications 19/1/09.  
 
 
Calling all parents! 
 

Would you like to develop 
your skills as a parent? 

 

Do you ever feel that you 
would like more support 
with bringing up your son 
or daughter? 

 

St Mark’s will be running a series 
of workshops aimed at helping 
you to develop your skills as a 
parent.  Two workshops will take 
place during the Spring Term. 
 
 
Wednesday 11 February –  
Living With Your Teenager 
 
Wednesday 4 March – Coping 
With Exam Stress 
 
Both workshops will take place at 
the academy and will start at 
6.30 pm and finish at 8.30 pm.  
They will be run by Gill Hines, 
who is an experienced  
educational consultant who has 
worked in South West London 
for many years,  
including supporting Merton 
schools to achieve a Healthy 
Schools award. 
 
More information about each  
workshop is given below: 
 

Living With Your  
Teenager 
 

Behaviour management  
techniques that have worked till 
now are no longer effective so 
this workshop helps parents to 
think through some simple steps 
to parenting teens without life 
being a series of rows and  
challenges. 
 
This workshop may be helpful to 
parents of students in years 7, 8 
and 9, who’s sons and daughters 
are now entering their teenage 
years. 
 

Coping With Exam Stress 
 
Ideas for parents and the whole 
family on supporting the young 
person facing exams. Some tips 
and pointers to keeping all calm 
on the home front. 
 
This workshop may be helpful to 
parents of students in years 10 
and 11 (and even 12 and 13!), 
where looming exams are  
causing stress and anxiety.  
 

mailto:tbottrielwyse@stmarksacademy.org.uk
mailto:tbottrielwyse@stmarksacademy.org.uk


Dates for Your Diary 
Spring Term 2009 
 
6/1/09 Term Starts 
for all students.  
8.30 am 
No enrichment for  
students 7/1 or 8/1. 
 
22/1/09Year 11 Parents  
Evening 
 
29/1/09Year 12 and 13  
Parents Evening 
 
12/2/09Yr 13 Music  
Performance 
 
16/2/09 – 20/2/09 Half 
term Holiday 
 
26/2/09Yr  9 Parents 
Evening 
 
19/3/09Yr 10 Parents  
Evening 
 
23/3/09 – 3/4/09  Yr 10 
Work  
Experience 
 
26/3/09Yr 7 Parents  

Evening 
 
2/4/09 Spring  
Concert 
 
3/4/09 Last day of 
the Spring term. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Below the e. mail addresses for our 
Heads of Year. Parents are always 
welcome to come into the Academy 
to meet with us, however we do 
request that parents arrange an 
appointment rather than just  
arriving on site, in this way we can 
ensure that you are given the  
appropriate time to share any  
concerns with us. 
HOY 7  Ms J Glenn                  
jglenn@stmarksacademy.org.uk 
HOY 8  Ms L Van Ristell        
lvanristell@stmarksacademy.org.uk 
HOY 9  Mr A Brown                  
abrown@stmarksacademy.org.uk 
HOY 10 Mr A Jones                 
ajones@stmarksacademy.org.uk 
HOY 11 Mr G Sharpe              
gsharpe@stmarksacademy.org.uk 
6th Form  Ms L Smith               
lsmith@stmarksacademy.org.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 

There are 30 places available for 
each workshop.  There will be no 
charge for attending either  
workshop.   Light refreshments 
will be provided.  A letter  
explaining how to apply for a 
place at a workshop will be sent 
out during the Spring Term, or you 
can book a place by contacting 
John Meinke, Associate Deputy 
Principal, via the St Mark’s C of E 
Academy main office. 
 
 
Holidays in Term Time. 
 
The Academy is not permitted to 
authorise any family holiday in 
term time. Unauthorised  
absences will be monitored by the 
school based Education  
Welfare Officer, and where  
excessive, could result in a  
penalty notice and a fine. Any  
request for absence during term 
time must be made to the Head 
teacher in writing, stating the  
reason for the request.  
Authorised absence to leave the 
country to attend to family issues 
will only be granted in  
exceptional circumstances 
 
 
New Afternoon Registration 
time for January 2009. 
 
From 6/1/09 Afternoon  
registration time will change.  
Currently all students register at 
the end of the day, 3 pm. From 
5/1/09 students will register for the 
afternoon session at the end of 
the lunch break, 1.50 pm. And 
then move to their final lesson of 
the day which will run from 2- 3 
pm. Moving the registration  
session time will enable students 
to start the final lesson on time, in 
full uniform, calm and ready to 
learn. The form tutor will be  
enabled to follow up any issues 
that have occurred during the 
morning session or at lunchtime 
and to ensure that students are 
ready for learning. 
 
Contacting the Academy. 
 
A number of parents have asked 
for a quicker way to contact staff 
in the Academy. Please find  



below the  the e. mail addresses for our Heads of Year. Parents are  
always welcome to come into the Academy to meet with us, however we do request that parents arrange 
an appointment rather than just arriving on site,  in this  
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




