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Dear Parent/Carer,  
 
As we come to the end of this 
Academic year we can take a  
moment to reflect back over all the 
work of this year and the many 
events that our staff, students and 
parents have taken part in.  This 
edition of the newsletter highlights 
some of those activities.  I would 
like to thank all our parents and 
students for their continued     
support for the work of the    
A c a d e m y a n d  f o r  yo u r              
involvement in the life of St Markôs    
Community  
 
This term the Academy had its 
first Ofsted inspection but, at the 
time of this publication we are still  
waiting for the final report, As 
soon as this is published all      
students and parents will receive           
notification of the outcome.  We 
are sure that the report will      
i l l u s t r a t e  m a n y  o f  t h e                
improvements this year and the 
progress made in key areas of the 
Academy. 
 
As we close this term we look   
forward to the start of the autumn 
term and many exciting changes 
at St Markôs Academy, Your son 
or daughter will know their new 
tutor for September, and on the 
first day of term they will meet with 
their new vertical tutor group and 
Head of House. Parents will also 
be informed of the changes to 
your childôs tutor group and will 
receive information about key  
personnel who will be directly   
responsible for supporting your 
childôs education in the coming 
year. 
At the end of this term we say 
farewell to a number of staff who 
between them have given         

 
 
considerable service to the      
students of this Academy, we 
want to thank them and pay     
tribute to their many years of work 
at St Markôs Academy and in 
some cases also to the        
predecessor school.  They will be 
greatly missed and we do wish 
each of them every success for 
the future. 
           E.Holland.  Associate Head 
 
London Walk  
 
Was it too much walking for 
some? 
On Thursday 18

th
 June a group of 

twenty seven KS3 EAL students 
enforced by Ms  Byrneôs Year 7 
literacy group and commanded by 
Ms Kuben and Ms Jimale set off 
to conquer London. 
After over an hour long journey 
from Mitcham to central London, 
we stopped near Tower Bridge 
where the impressive HMS Belfast 
is docked. Many of us were        
surprised by the interesting shape 
of Town Hall and size of Tower 
Bridge. 
As much as everyone wanted to 
stay there, it was time to move on. 
From now on we could only rely 
on our feet. We started by walking 
over the bridge to look at the      
famous Tower of London and to   
refuel in nearby fast food shops. 
Our destination, London Eye, was 
gleaming in the morning sun. 
Some doubted if we ever get 
there. 
There was no time to waste. We 
took the Riverside Path and tried 
to count all the bridges on the 
way. Everyone was mesmerised 
with the most impressive of all the 
bridges, Millennium Bridge, thatôs  

 
 
where we crossed the river again  
to look at St Paulôs Cathedral, 
Shakespeareôs Globe Theatre and 
Tate Modern. 
After a quick lunch in the park,   
outside the gallery, we set off 
again. We walked along the lively 
Southbank and finally reached our 
destination ï London Eye. 
Mission accomplished. We all        
deserved an ice-cream. 
By Mrs Kuben (the commanding 

officer) 

 

 

 
 
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze 
Award  
 
On the 3

rd
 and 4

th
 July 15 year 10 

students completed the practice 

expedition to go towards their 

Bronze Duke of Edinburgh award. 

Students were dropped off in 

groups of 5, 18km from the camp 

site in East Grinstead in West   

Sussex. With the help of a map, 

compass and lots of team work  

students navigated their way to the     

campsite. On their backs they    

carried all they needed for the two 



days including clothes, cooker, food 

and tent. After an evening around 

the campfire the students retired to 

their tents ready for the next day. 

After the 5am start    students 

packed their bags and walked to 

the meeting point 15kms away.  

Students had a great time  and 

learned a lot about the countryside 

and themselves. 

Arsenal Football Club run.  
 
The club has now been running for 
its seventh week and Joel, Abdi, 
George,  Romaine,  T revan,         
Abdelraheem and Marcus in Year 8 
have been improving their French 
language as well as their football 
skills with Miss Blake. They have 
taken part in football drills, some of 
them in French, some language 
games and puzzles. They have 
made progress in the following  
t op ics :  num bers ,  c o lo u rs ,               
introductions, talking about oneôs 
family, directions, names for parts 
of the body, and football    related           
vocabulary.  As a  reward for this 
and as a result of their               
commitment, these pupils have 
earned a guided visit of the        
Arsenal Emirates Stadium on     
Friday, where they will be awarded 
a    Certificate signed by no less 
than French Club Manager Arsène 

Wenger! 
The MFL department. 

Trip to Brighton  

St Markôs Academy óSpeech and 

Languageô department visited 

Brightonôs pier and beach on     

Friday 10
th
 July.  

 Students from the department   

researched planned and organised 

the visit. Part of the research     

included working out the cost of 

the visit.  

 

English Year 7 Readathon  
 
This term, Year 7's have been 
burning the midnight oil and   
reading like bookworms as part of 
the 'Readathon Challenge' raising 
money for the Roald Dahl's     
Children's Cancer charity by  
reading for pleasure. The pupils 
have been sponsored to read, 
read, read books, both fiction and 
non-fiction of their choice, to    
support this worthwhile cause and 
dive into the world of words.  Let's 
hope they manage to beat last 
year's record of £300! Happy 
Reading. 
 

   
Summer Arts Show  
 
The Summer Arts Show on  

Thursday 9
th
 July was a huge  

success! Congratulations to all 

who performed and exhibited their 

work. Performances included the 

first ever collaboration between 

the Samba Band and Samba 

Dancers in Year 8 who opened 

the show; the Year 12 Band; 

Gifted and Talented Drama 

Group, House Band and the Step 

into Dance Groups. Our Gospel 

Choir raised the roof with their 

rendition of óI am a Friend of Godô 

and are sounding truly fantastic 

thanks to the work of Jordan    

Music Workshops who have been 

running the Choir this term. The 

Art Exhibition was also excellent 

and showcased some of our 

amazing talent here at St Markôs!  

Samba Dancers from the 

Summer Concert  

It was decided that it would be 

cheaper to travel by coach. The 

students discussed topics        

regarding   rules      relating to      

behaviour and even the amount of 

pocket money they thought      

appropriate to take.  

Once in Brighton we had a lot of 

fun: eating fish and chips,      

skimming stones, collecting shells, 

covering legs, bags and bodies 

with pebbles! 

Everyone behaved fantastically 

é.even the TAôs! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heroôs Conference. 

A selection of Heros from years 
12, 11, 10 and 9 attended the 
SSAT conference on 8th and 9th 
July at Chelsea stadium. Students 
reported back that these were two 
very exciting days. They enjoyed 
meeting other heros from various 
academys around Britian and 
were very positive about their 
work with younger students,  
Academy Principal and heads. 



Mitcham Carnival  
 
Congratulations to the Samba 

Band who were once again one of 

the highlights of this yearôs       

Mitcham Carnival. A fantastic day 

was had by all. St Markôs had a 

stall with games and face painting 

and the Samba Band paraded 

through Mitcham on the back of a 

truck! Many thanks to all who 

came to watch and help out!  

 
 
Specialism Launch ï Date for 
your Diary!  
 
On Thursday 24th September 

2009, we will be officially    

launching our new Specialism of 

Science and the Performing Arts! 

It will be an event like no other 

ever seen at St Markôs before and 

will involve all members of the St 

Markôs Community. Please keep 

the evening of Thursday 24
th
  

September free! More information 

will be sent out at the start of term! 

 

Outstanding year for Business 
Studies and ICT  
 
This year was an outstanding year 
for St Marks IT department.  Our 
Year 11ôs and 13ôs exceeded   
expectations and produced work 
that was a match for any school in 
the country. 
Year 11 ICT 
62% of our year 11ôs achieved the 
equivalent of an A*-C, whilst over 
70% achieved or exceeded their 
minimum target grade. This was a 
vast improvement on last yearôs 
results. 

Year 13 Business 
All our students achieved         
distinction in the BTEC National 
level 3.  Well done to Amie Box, 
Sabria Gosia and Brijesh Patel. 
Year 12 Business 
Our year 12ôs undertook a project 

in groups where they were asked 

to create their business from 

scratch and present their business 

ideas and plans before an         

audience.  The project meant that 

each group would have to take 

into consideration all  the         

economic variables and create 

business that would be profitable 

in this time of recession. The   

project consisted of using market 

research to find the right business 

and industry to go into and       

creating business plans. The 

groups then created a cash flow 

forecasts which were analysed to 

determine the profitability of each 

project. The winning group, led by 

charismatic leader Ben   Fishwick, 

found that the fast food industry 

was among the fastest growing 

and most profitable       industry in 

the UK at this current time and 

created a business which was 

able to make a profit. Below are 

pictures of some of the groups 

d u r i n g  t h e  g r o u p                     

presentation. 

Drama Department  
 
The Drama Department has had a 
fantastic year and the students 
have had many wonderful          
opportunities to explore and       
develop their creativity not only in  
lessons but through professional 
workshops, extra curricular drama 
events and theatre visits. March 
saw the very first whole school  
production of óToo much Punch for 

Judyô. Students from Year 7 to 10 
worked tremendously hard to put 
on the sensitive and moving story 
of Judyôs tragic life story. Tickets 
sold out completely and the       
audience were able to experience 
the       onstage dramatic action as 
the Hall was turned into the scene 
of a fatal road traffic accident! 
The year 9 students have been 

working towards a Bronze arts 

award in their Drama lessons this 

term. Students created their own 

theatre company and devised a 

Theatre in Education piece to be 

shown to a Year 7 audience. Each 

group came up with original and 

exciting ideas looking at a variety of 

thought provoking and relevant 

themes. They created dramatic 

plays to explore and deliver       

important messages to their        

audience. 

Fundraising with the REC Dept  
 
We made a collection to support 
the Save The Children Fund      
Appeal on behalf of the Tamil    
children caught up in the            
humanitarian crisis in Sri Lanka. 

 
Humanities Trip to Bodiam    
Castle  
The Humanities department has 
organised a number of different 
fieldtrips this year including GCSE 
trips to the London Transport     


