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Dear Parent/Carer,

This half term has

been interrupted by the
snow days and the break-
down of our very exhausted
heating system. Despite this
poor start to the term we are
now in full swing with our
focus on student achieve-
ment and progress.
We are delighted to  report
that our Year 11 early entry
maths results show that
30% of students have
already got a C grade or
above in their maths GCSE
— a full six months before
the  summer exams. This
is an excellent result and we
are very much on target to
exceed last year’s results.

Year 11 have just 45 school
days left before they sit
their first GCSE exams in
May. We are running after
school classes, half term
study days and an Easter
revision centre to help our
Year 11 student achieve the
best results ever. This year
we will extend the opportu-
nity for all students to sit
early entry GCSEs in Eng-
lish and maths in Year 10
and there are a number of
students who are already
doing this in science, with
some Year 9 students also
gaining C grades or above
in single science GCSE
exams. Congratulations to
all our successful students.
The opportunities are avail-
able for all students to
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get involved in the early
entry programmes, please
encourage your son Or
daughter to work hard to be

included in these oppor-
tunities.
The building programme

continues around the Acad-
emy and much work is being
carried out over the next half
term. At the next Head-
teacher’s Coffee Morning on
Tuesday 2"

March at

10.00am, there will be a
presentation about the build-
ing works. Parents who
cannot attend the Coffee
Morning will receive an
update at the Parents Focus
Group meeting at 6.30pm on
Wednesday 17"  March
2010.

As we come towards the
exam season for all students
please support your son or
daughter to do the best they
possibly can in all their stud-
ies at home and at school. 1
believe there are the seeds of
greatness in every young
person at our Academy, our
job, along with your support
is to see that ‘greatness’
achieved. We can all tackle

that challenge head on
knowing that our heavenly
father is  planning for good
in all our lives and in the
belief that as Philippians
4:13 says:

do
wh o

‘o can al

Chri st

Yours Sincerely,

Esther Holland

HEAD TEACHER
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YEAR 10 VISIT THE
BBC

Students from Year 10
were treated to a back-
stage tour of the iconic
BBC Television Studios.
Students were taken into
the live news room where
they saw firsthand how
news is gathered and re-
leased across the world.
The tour allowed students

of the tour there was
enough time to grab a
few pictures in front of
the iconic Tardis and
Dalek. All students
returned to St Marks
with sore feet but with a
day full of fond memo-

access to live re-
cordings such as ‘8 out of
10 cats’ and ‘Tonight with
Jonathan Ross’. All stu-
dents were in awe when
they were allowed to  Well done Year 10, a
compete in a virtual great day!

Weakest Link Challenge.

Congratulations to Rhys

Condell who is now the

T1€s.

proud owner of a BBC
mug. After the conclusion

GROUND FORCE FEVER HITS ST MARK G5

paign which is aimed at
encouraging school chil-
dren to get ‘green-
fingered’, and learn more
about fresh fruit and vege-
tables. Who knows, they
might even start eating
Here at St. Mark’s we are  their greens!

setting up our own garden We would therefore, like to
patch. We will be plant-  urge Parents, Friends and
ing flowers and growing  Families to get behind the
our own vegetables to be  scheme by collecting the
used and eaten by the vouchers when shop-
students. ping at Morrisons .

We are doing this in con-

junction with the Morri-

sons ‘Lets Grow’ cam-
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PUNCTUALITY TO SCHOOL

The Anti-social Behaviour Act of 2003 contained a new provision for tack-
ling poor attendance and punctuality to school called Penalty Notices.
This means that for pupils with unauthorised absence from school (that is any ab-
sence that the school has not given permission foor persistent lateness to
school, parents may be subject to an ‘on the spot’ fine of £50-£100.
Penalty Notices will be used as a deterrent to prevent a pattern of unauthorised ab-
sence or lateness developing at an early stage. The Act permits the Academy
through the LEA to issue these Notices by post to the pupil’s home after a simple
warning has been issued. They may also be used to combat the growing problem of
parents taking their children on excessively long holidays during term time.
We wish to thank parents for all the support that they have given to the Academy
this academic year ensuring regular attendance and punctuality of their children.
Mr J Harris
Assistant Headteacher

JOINING THE ST MARKS C OF E

ACADEMY SIXTH FORM

At this point in time, I am in the process of interviewing students who wish to
join our Sixth Form in September 2010. We currently have a small Sixth Form
which we are aiming to develop significantly in the next couple of years.

One of the main advantages for our Year 11 students of joining our Sixth Form is
that they already know many of the staff who will be teaching them, so they will not
need to waste any time building working relationships. A further advantage is that
we can offer generous teacher/student ratios in most subjects, so that help and guid-
ance can be given almost on an individual level.

Last year our Value Added score at A level was 1037.3, indicating that most of our
students did significantly better than expected when taking their GCSE grades into
account. We also had some excellent results in Music, Art and ICT, with students
progressing on to university level courses, having attained many Distinction grades.
This year we have 19 UCAS applicants, who have applied for courses ranging from
Biomedicine to Art, as well as to institutions ranging from Kings College London to
Oxford Brookes University. The offers from all the universities are currently flow-
ing in.

Below is the curriculum offer which we are making to potential sixth form appli-
cants for September 2010. Application packs are available from the main school of-
fice and the attendance office. Application forms should be completed and handed in
ASAP. If you want to find out more about the sixth form please contact me at the
Academy.

D Haran
Associate Vice Principal
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REMINDERS

THE NEXT ST MARK’S BREAKFAST CLUB WILL BE RUNNING FROM MONDAY 22" FEBRUARY
7.30 — 8.15AM.

BREAKFAST WILL BE SERVED BY THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS:

RAEKWON M ACAULEY

COMFORT OSO

VICTORIA OSO

SARA RODRIGUES

SHANNON HART

ALICE GRIMSHAW

SABEA TWENEBOA

JAKUB DROZDOWSKI

TOMASZ ZACKIEWICZ

ALL OF THE ABOVE STUDENTS HAVE PASSED A YOUNG ENTERPRISE SCHEME.

PLEASE COME ALONG AND SUPPORT THESE STUDENTS AND SEE WHAT THEY HAVE TO OFFER
YOU AT BREAKFAST TIME !

UNIFORM

A REMINDER FOR ALL PARENTS.

e WINTER UNIFORM SHOULD BE WORN BY ALL STUDENTS.

FORMAL SHOES, NOT CANVAS SHOES, SHOULD BE WORN AT ALL TIMES.

e HOODIES ARE NOT ALLOWED IN THE ACADEMY AND SHOULD NOT BE WORN AS AN OUTDOOR
COAT.

e NO CAPS ARE PERMITTED AT THE ACADEMY. WOOLLEN HATS ONLY SHOULD BE WORN.

e A SINGLE PAIR OF STUD EARRINGS ARE ONLY ITEMS OF JEWELLERY PERMITTED.

e NO FACE PIERCING OR ANY SORT IS PERMITTED AT THE ACADEMY.

e HEAD COVERINGS FOR RELIGIOUS REASONS SHOULD BE PLAIN BLACK ONLY.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
TUESDAY 2"° MARCH
HEADTEACHERS COFFEE MORNING 10.00AM

TUESDAY 30™ MARCH
YEAR 10 PARENTS EVENING 5.30-7.30pM

WEEK COMMENCING 22" MARCH
YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE 2 WEEKS

WEDNESDAY 5™ MAY
YEAR 8 PARENTS EVENING 5.30-7.30PM

THURSDAY 8™ JULY
YEAR 7 PARENTS EVENING 5.30-7.30pM

St Markdés Church of Eng
Acacia Road

Mitcham

Surrey

CR4 1SF

Phone: 0208 8648 6627
Fax: 020 8640 8305
E-mail: School@stmarksacademy.org.uk

Inspiring the talent and imagination of our community.
Be inspiredééé. .




